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Heavy Fal) in Railway Revenue 


N the House of Commons on Monday last the Minister of 
Transport predicted a very heavy fall in the net revenue 
of the main-line railways in 1947 and 1948, without allowing 
for recent further advances in costs as a result of wages 
awards. He said that in 1947 it was estimated that pooled 
revenues would fall short of the fixed annual sums payable 
under the Railway Control Agreement by some £37 million. 
That Agreement will be terminated at the end of this year 
when the railways pass to the British Transport Commission, 
but an estimate on a similar basis for 1948 indicated a 
deficiency of about £28 million. Neither of these estimates, 
Mr. Barnes made clear, took account of any additional cost 
which would be incurred if effect were given to the recent 
recommendation of the Court of Inquiry into wages and hours 
of work of railwaymen. That cost is estimated by the rail- 
way companies, including consequential increases in main- 
tenance charges under the Railway Control Agreement. at 
about £22 millions for 1947 and £37 millions for 1948. Asked 
what action he proposed to take to meet the position, Mr. 
Barnes said he expected to be in a position to make a state- 
ment before the recess. This suggests that an announcement 
of higher railway fares will not long be delayed. 


* x * * 


Argentine Railway Directors’ Compensation 


Some details of the basis which has been adopted in the 
case of the Central Argentine Railway company for the com- 
pensation payable to directors have been given in The 
Financial Times. A stockholder approached the Secretary of 
the company with a request that he should be told the basis 
on which compensation had been assessed. Mr. A. S. 
Matthews, the Secretary, in reply, is stated to have informed 
the stockholder that the total fee authorised for the directors 
by the articles of association of the company was £10,000 
a year. An amount equivalent to three vears’ fees was dis- 
tributed among the directors in proportion to their present 
share in the total fees. In addition, Mr. Pickwoad, who manages 
the railway in Argentina, and Mr. A. S. Matthews, the Secre- 
tary, who are both directors in addition to the substantial whole- 
time employment, were put down for £20,000 each as compen- 
sation for loss of their respective employments. Mr. Ronald 
Leslie, for many years General Manager in Argentina, was 
subsequently granted a pension by the company. As this 
must lapse on the winding-up, it was proposed that he should 
be awarded £20,000 as compensation for this loss. 


* * * « 
G.W.R. and L.M.S.R. Dividends 
The G.W.R. directors’ announcement of an interim divi- 


dend of 2 per cent.—the same as a year ago—on the con- 
solida‘ed ordinary stock, was in line with general expectations, 
but a good deal of surprise was occasioned in the Stock 
Exchange by the decision of the board of the L.M.S.R. to 
make an interim dividend payment of 14 per cent. actual 
on the ordinary stock. It had been expected that the 
interim dividend payments would be confined to the 
full rates on the 4 per cent. guaranteed stock, the 4 per 
cent. preference stock, and the 4 per cent. preference stock 
(1923), as had been the case in recent years. The notice issued 
by the board explains that in February last, because of various 
uncertainties arising from the Transport Bill. in declaring a 
dividend of 2} per cent. on the ordinary stock the directors 
treated this as an interim payment for the two years 1946 and 
1947, regarded as one. In the circumstances, including the 
uncertainty as to when the final dividends to December 31. 
1947. can be paid. the directors have now decided to declare 
an interim dividend of 14 per cent. on the ordinary stock. 
No interim dividend on L.M.S.R. ordinary had been forth- 
coming previously since 1930. 
~ x * * 

Overseas Railways Traffics 

lraffic comparisons for the principal Argentine railways for 
the period ended July | to July 5 were made with the first six 
days of the preceding financial year and decreases were shown 
on the aggregate in consequence. By July 12 the Buenos Ayres 
Western results had recovered to show an aggregate improve- 
ment of ps. 90,000, a gain of ps. 149,000 being recorded in 
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the second week. In the second week, also, Buenos Ayres & 
Pacific and Buenos Ayres Great Southern receipts made a 
favourable comparison, but the Central Argentine result was 
down by ps. 61,415. Entre Rios and Argentine North Eastern 
traffics lost ps. 7,000 and ps. 3,100 respectively in the second 
week, and are behind on their aggregates for the first fortnight 
of the new financial year. For the 52 weeks to June 30, Taltal 
traffics recorded an aggregate improvement of £9,900, and rail- 
way operations of the Peruvian Corporation earned £159,646 


raore than in the previous year. United of Havana results 
showed an improvement of £437.462 for the same _ period. 
Some results are compared below:— 

No.of Weekly Inc. or Aggregate Inc. or 

week traffic dec. traffic dec. 
Buenos Ayres & Pacific* ... ee 2,425 175 3,825 413 
Buenos Ayres Great Southern*... z 3,284 + 63 5,893 749 
Buenos Ayres Western*... es | 1314 + 149 2,338 { 90 
Central Argentine* fa os 3,102 6! 5,387 — 610 


“2 £ £ £ 
27 1,466,500 +149,750 39,172,750 +2,933,000 
* Traffic returns in thousands of pesos 
Canadian Pacific receipts gained £828,000 in the four weeks 
ended June 30 


Canadian Pacific 


bal * * * 


Change in Control of W. G. Bagnall Limited 

The well-known Stafford firm of W. G. Bagnall Limited, 
locomotive designers and builders, has changed hands recently. 
Tne whole of the shares of the company has been acquired 
by Heenan & Froude Limited, of Worces‘er, from Mr. James 
Cudman, the Chairman of Bagnall’s. The new Chairman will 
be Mr. Alan P. Good (Chairman of Associated British Oil 
Engines Limited, of Heenan & Froude Limited, and Managing 
Director of Brush Electrical Engineering Co. Ltd.). The other 
members of the board will be Mr. James Fielding (Managing 
Director of Heenan & Froude Limited), The Hon. A. C. Geddes 
‘Managing Director of Associated British Oil Engines Limited), 
Mr. I. A. Marriott (Commercial Director of Brush Electrical 
Engineering Co, Ltd. and of Associated British Oil Engines 
Limited), and Mr. Charles Hill (Director of Heenan & Froude 
Limited. and of Brush Electrical Engineering Co. Ltd.). The 
Secretary of the company will be Mr. W. O. J. Urry, who 
is also Secretary of Heenan & Froude Limited. Associated 
British Oil Engines and Brush Electrical Engineering already 
have locomotive interests, for they have on hand orders for 
diesel-electric traction motors from the G.W.R.. the L.N.E.R.. 
and the Irish Transport Company. These orders were obtained 
through Associated Locomotive Equipment Limited, which is 
a subsidiary of Heenan & Froude Limited. 


* * - * 


Fluorescent Lighting on Paris Metro 

The Paris Metropolitan authorities have decided to adopt 
the fluorescent tube lamp in an endeavour to improve the 
lighting of the stations, which are double-line stations similar 
to those on the older portions of London’s underground 
system. As a first experiment, the Chaussée d’Antin Station 
has been converted and fitted on each platform with 17 lamp 
sets, each composed of two 30-watt tubes placed end to end 
and absorbing in all 2,040 watts, against 6,500 required to 
obtain an equivalent effect by using lamps of the type hitherto 
used. Reflectors serve to send the light down towards the 
platforms and the advertisements on the lower faces of the 
arch, but the rest of the last named is well lighted also. The 
effect is stated to be pleasing and it been favourably 
received by the public. Passengers obtain the impression of 
having arrived at a station which is open to daylight. so 


has 


uniform is the effect produced by the lamps. which are run 
off a 220-volt 50-cycle supply. 
+ * + * 


Transport and Storage of Bicycles 

We published a letter in our October 18 issue iast year 
from the Chairman of the National Committee on Cycling. 
in which he exoressed the gratitude of cyclists to the British 
railways for agreeing to consider improved methods of trans- 
porting and storing bicycles. Reference was made in the 
letter to the practice adopted in Switzerland of fitting vans 
with rows of hooks along the roof, from which cycles are 
slung by their front wheels. By the courtesy of the Railway 
Research Service and the Swiss Federal Railways, we are 
able this week to publish a description and illustrations of the 
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system adopted, not only in railway vehicles, but also at 
station cycle parks. In both situations the overhead hook 
system is adopted, and is seen also in platform trolleys for the 
movement cf cycles within station premises. The cycles do 
pot come in centact with each other, with consequent freedom 
from damage to enamel and mechanical parts, and any one 
can be removed without disturbing the others. The increased 
use of cycles during the war led to more extensive provision of 
racks at stations in this country. Improved methods of loading 


them in vans no doubt would be appreciated equally by 
cyclists and railway staff. 

* * * * 
Hotels and Tourist Traffic 


Mr. C. M. Squarey, Overseas Traffic Manager of Thos. 
Cook & Son Ltd., has just returned from a 50,000-mile tour 
of the Pacific area, during which he has made a study of hotel 
facilities, particularly in Australia and New Zealand. He is 
convinced that when shipping again becomes normal, the tourist 
trade to those countries will increase to 50 per cent. on pre- 
war figures, but he has some comments to make on the need 
for improvements in hotel accommodation and amenities 
which are of wider application than to the countries with 
which he was particularly concerned. In Australia he found 
that there was a universal tendency to design the hotel around 
the bar, instead of making the latter a comfortable adjunct. 
Mr. Squarey laid some emphasis on the need to give greater 
attention to the needs of women guests. In New Zealand the 
service was good, but there were not enough hotels of the 
highest quality if that country was to cultivate tourist trade 
seriously. A general improvement in the provision of well- 
run hotels is a necessary preliminary to the cultivation of 
traffic; it is because of the lack of suitable hotel 
accommodation in Great Byitain jthat we have expressed 
scepticism of the desirability of encouraging tourists before 
the basic amenities can be provided. 


(OUTISt 


* * * 7 


Selective Ringing for Control Telephones 

For geographical reasons, reporting points in railway traffic 
control systems fall into groups that lend themselves to con- 
nection on omnibus ielephone circuits. The principle of such 

circuit is that several telephone instruments are connected 
across One pair of wires, with the result that when a call is 
made all the bells ring together, so that a code must be adopted 
to ensure that only the desired correspondent answers. It is 
usually arranged that, although the control office rings all-out- 
stations simultaneously, a call originating from an outstation 
operates only the control office bell or indicator. A new 
telephone system installed recently in the Edinburgh Control 
District of the L.N.E.R., described elsewhere, provides selective 
ringing from the control office. while retaining the simplicity 
xf the omnibus circuit. When an outstation is dialled from the 
control office, the coded impulses are received at all the out- 
stations on the circuit concerned, but only the desired instru- 
rient responds. Another feature of the installation is economy 
in the number of transmitters required at the control office, 
only five being necessary for serving 20 selective lines by 
reason of the use of line-finders to connect any transmitter 
to the required circuit. 


& * * * 


A New American Shunting Locomotive 

In spite of the now extensive use of diesel power for shunting 
»perations in the United States. there is no generally agreed 
intention to abandon the use of steam. It is, perhaps, significant 
that the Norfolk & Western Railway has been busy at its 
workshops at Roanoke, Virginia, on the completion of an ex- 
perimental steam locomotive for shunting services, incorporat- 
ing certain features which have been develoned to decide how 
far it may be possible to modernise the existing steam shunting 
engines. During the first trials, the locomotive will be housed at 
the Shaffers Crossing running shed (Roanoke). Subsequently it 
will go into actual service, both at the passenger station at 
Roanoke and also, probably, at other places. To enable the 
locomotive to work all round the clock, the capacity of the 
tender has been enlarged and a mechanical lubrication system 
has been fitted, which will enable continuous turns of 24 hours 
to be undertaken withouc attention. To enable the engine to 
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be left unattended for some time, water-level controls and 
stoker controls have been incorporated. A larger heating sur- 
face than usual has been included in the design, and a turbine- 
driven fan has been installed for induced draught; these two 
features have the object of ensuring ranid steaming, more 
complete combustion, and reduced smoke emission. A higher 
boiler efficiency is thus obtainable. The working of the fan, 
the stoker, the ashpan dampers, and the standby feed pump are 
inter-related by automatic control apparatus. 


* * ~ * 


Possible Winter Transport Difficulties 


| ae concern has been aroused by the warning given by 

Mr. Herbert Morrison, President of the Council, at a Press 
enference last week, that the country might well face a serious 
transport bottleneck during the coming winter as a result of 
the shortage of goods wagons, which, he emphasised, was one 
more deferred result of the complete devotion of our national 
economy to war purposes for several years. The position he 
disclosed will not be new to readers of The Railway Gazette, 
as it was explained in an editorial on May 23, and in the 
Government’s White Paper, “ Economic Survey for 1947,” which 
was reviewed in our columns, attention was also called to the 
difficulties being experienced by the railways in overtaking the 
irrears Of maintenance of rolling stock 
during the war. 


which accumulated 

Mr. Morrison estimated that if the winter was not abnormally 
severe, and if some improvement could be made in the turn- 
round of coal wagons, the railways should be able to move coal 
supplies, but there would be a shortage of wagons for other 
purposes. As to coal. he did not mention the fact that the 
introduction of the five-day week has necessitated the use of 
many thousands of additional wagons, but it would appear that 
if the priority now being given to the movement of coal is 
continued and the desired improvement in turn-round is 
obtained, the requirements for coal wagons doubtless will be 
met generally, although it is possible that some temporary local 
shortages of wagons may occur from time to time. 

At present, there are at least 200.000 coal wagons due for 
replacement because of their age: that is. about one-third of 
the total stocks—which accounts largely for the fact that over 
70.000 are now under and awaiting repair, representing more 
than three times the pre-war average. Obviously. therefore, an 
‘mprovement in the rate of repair would do much to relieve 
any anxiety as to whether sufficient coal wagons will be avail- 
able to meet requirements. which, incidentally, have been 
increased by the decision to import U.S. and Polish coal during 
the next few months. 

The main problem, however, is that of securing an adequate 
supply of wagons. during the winter for general merchandise. 
Measured by ton-miles, traffic today is higher than it was pre- 
war, but the number of wagons under and awaiting repair is 


‘now nearly 12 per cent. compared with about 3 rer cent. pre- 


war, a difference of some 55,000 wagons. In fact, the Monthly 
Digest of Statistics issued by the Central Statistical Office shows 
that the weekly average estimated ton-miles of merchandise. 
minerals, and coal are substantially in excess of the averages for 
the first 32 weeks of 1939. Thus, the transport of general 
merchandise during the winter months, when oneraiing condi- 
tions are more difficult, is likely to be affected adversely by 
the fact that the latest available figures show that over 83,000 
railway-owned wagons are now out of service waiting repairs. 
While the transpori of feod may not be affected. such traffics as 
bricks, cement, iron ore, and steel are likely to suffer. 

The shortage of wagons, therefore. involved a risk of a 
certain measure of slowing down in basic industrial activity 
and in building operations during the winter months. Mr. 
Morrison suggested that three things could be done in the 
matter; first, that although 28.000 wagons were manufactured 
for the British railways in 1946—a total well above wartime 
levels—considerably more must be built; second, securing the 
co-operation of industry and consumers by increasing the turn- 
round time of wagons; and, third. an increase in the rate at 
which wagons are being repaired. In this connection he men- 
tioned that over 100,000 wagons were now being repaired each 
week—which is double the pre-war rate—and that any further 
improvement was dependent on plant, labour, and materials. 
He claimed that the whole position was being tackled as a 
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matter of high priority and urgency, but admitted that the 
shortage of steel plate was still a main difficulty. 

The present rate of repair of wagons is the highest ever 
achieved, but the unfortunate fact is that wagons are still being 
marked off for repair in greater numbers than they are being 
repaired. So far as material is concerned, we understand that 
the Government in April last decided that priority should be 
given to the supply of steel to the railways—but only in 
common with certain other industries—for freight locomotives, 
railway wagons for the transport of coal, and steel rails for 
the essential maintenance of the permanent way. This 
priority, however, does not cover the supply of materials for the 
many classes of railway wagons used for the conveyance of 
perishable and other foodstuffs, and, although the disadvantages 
of extending priorities are fully appreciated, it would appear 
that, from the point of maintaining essential food supplies, 
urgent consideration should be given to the extension of this 
priority and to the provision of more labour in wagon repair 
shops. 

Since the end of the war, the railways have been con- 
centrating on overtaking the heavy arrears of deferred main- 
tenance of rolling stock in general, and wagons in particular, 
sut their efforts have been seriously retarded by their inability 
:0 secure sufficient materials or labour. Many expedients have 
been, and are being, adopted. however, which shortly should 
begin to show material results, although it is clear that over- 
taking the arrears generally will be a very lengthy process, and, 
we suggest, will not be the least of the responsibilities which 
will fall on the proposed British Transport Commission. 





* * * * 


Alleged Railway Inefficiency and its Cure 


Wt must congratulate one of the leading Labour newspapers 
on the entertainment it provided for its readers on 
July 19, in a series of articles purporting to describe railway 
inefficiency and to propound its cure. The railway officers 
who gave evidence before the recent Court of Inquiry on 
railway wages will be very surprised to learn, on the authority 
of the Vice-Chairman of the N.U.R., London District Com- 
mittee, that the burden of their argument was that the railway 
companies could not afford to pay their employees a living 
wage and a confession that the railway system can work only on 
the basis of starvation wages for their workers! It is not 
surprising that the verbatim report of the proceedings con- 
tains an entirely different version of what they actually said, 
ror does it confirm the suggestion that the railways are 
bankrupt. 

The writer of the article then proclaims his belief that the 
railways can be rescued from their alleged financial crisis as a 
prelude to nationalisation, and at the same time be able to 
increase railwaymen’s wages by £1 instead of 7s. 6d. a week, 
solely by the introduction of efficient working. Re-equipment 
of the railways. the writer admits, is a lengthy business, but 
re-organisation. he claims, can be well under way by January I 
next. His proposal for achieving this result in so short a 
time is—as we suspected—a dose of Mr. Frederick Smith! 
Che writer is clearly unaware that well over 100 zonal con- 
centration schemes are already operating. and his statements 
shat the railways have 11,000 motor vehicles, often much 
under-used, and that the Government anticipates taking over 
another 30.000 to 35,000 which should be sufficient to enable 
all traffic to be conveyed to main concentration points for 
securing full wagon loads, are equally ludicrous. On the 
latter point, alone, the British Transport Commission will 
take over only long-distance road hauliers gradually, and, in 
any case. the Bill, if it becomes law. does not operate until 
January next, which clearly disposes of any major re-organi- 
sation before that date, even assuming it were needed. 

After the statement that the average speed of a freight 
train in 1945 was 7°64 miles an hour—a remark which betrays 
a complete misunderstanding of the Ministry of Transport 
statistics—the gem of the page is the statement that, as a 
modern locomotive easily can haul 500 tons at 30 miles an 
hour, the achievement of this figure will mean that the work 
now done by 10,000 locomotives in an 8-hour shift could be 
accomplished by 653! Why the writer did not suggest 
increasing the speed to 35 miles an hour, thus obviating the 
use of any locomotive at all, leaves us puzzled. 

Then, under the heading of “Signals set for crisis.” a writer 
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extravagantly describes the railway companies’ difficulties in 
connection with the maintenance of their rolling stock and 
track, and suggests the reason for their difficulties in obtaining 
sufficient steel. timber, and sleepers is the economies “ operated 
by the companies before the war.” The writer does not 
appear to have read the Government’s remarks on this point 
which appeared in the White Paper, “ The Economic Survey 
for 1947,” while the statement which Mr, Herbert Morrison 
gave to the Press last week expressed quite a different view 
from that of the writer. Finally, a special correspondent sug- 
gests that expenditure on “Golden Arrow” trains and new 
refreshment rooms is not nearly so important as building 
thousands of 20-ton air-braked coal wagons in the next two 
years. Clearly, he must be a “special” correspondent not 
to know that the replacement of the bulk of the coal wagons 
which belonged formerly to private owners, but were requisi- 
tioned by the Ministry of Transport, is a matter for the 
Ministry and not for the railway companies. 

We are interested to hear that “ electrification will certainly 
have to wait” until the arrears of rolling stock maintenance 
have been overtaken—a statement which, while being com- 
pletely accurate, will not be well received in nationalisation 
circles. He then argues that the public does not want cheap 
transport at the expense of the railwaymen, and that, as it is 
in the public interest that the railway workers are contented, 
the public shouid back any further claims the railway unions 
may make. The special correspondent realises that increased 
railway wages require additional money, and he gets over this 
hurdle by the naive suggestion that an immediate subsidy for 
the railways would be far better than another increase in 
charges. Space does not permit any further comments except 
to congratulate the Editor on a most entertaining, if not 
instructive, set of articles ! 


~ * . * 


Transport Bill—A Gigantic Adventure ! 

N Tuesday, July 15, the Transport Bill passed its Third 

Reading in the House of Lords and has now been returned 
to the House of Commons for consideration of the numerous 
amendments which have been made to the measure. Viscount 
Addison, for the Government, when moving the Third Reading 
of the Bill, expressed the view that, apart from certain amend- 
ments carried against the wishes of the Government, which he 
naturally regarded as blemishes mistakenly inserted in the 
Bill, it was a considerably improved measure. He admitted 
that many improvements had been effected by the Lords during 
the eleven days on which they had discussed the Bill, and paid 
tribute to the assistance rendered by the Opposition. 

He regarded the Bill as a gigantic adventure—with which 
many will agree—which will require and call for far-sighted 
and competent administration, and expressed the view that. not 
rapidly, but necessarily after years of effort, this measure would 
result in the country having the best transport service of any 
country in the world. Lord Balfour of Burleigh agreed with the 
description of the Bill as a gigantic adventure and urged that 
the postponement of other nationalisation measures was essen- 
‘ial; otherwise the Civil Service would be utterly unable to 
carry the heavy administrative burden which must necessarily 
follow when such measures reach the Statute Book. In wind- 
ing uv the debate, Lord Teynham wished the British Transport 
Commission every success in its great task, which he considered 
would certainly tax the minds and ingenuity of these supermen, 
as they would certainly have to be to achieve success. 

It is appropriate at this stage to review the main amend- 
ments made to the measure by the House of Lords, which 
were so ably and succinctly summarised by Viscount Addison, 
who pointed out that the great majority had been passed by 
agreement. Those made by agreement included the enlarge- 
ment of the Commission from a Chairman and not fewer than 
four members, to not fewer than four and not more than eight 
‘nembers, of whom the Chairman and not less than four 
members are to be wholetime members: 

the provision that a statement of the salaries or. fees. etc.. 
paid to the members of the Commission shall be included in its 
annual report: 

the requirement that it shall publish an annual return of 
operational statistics and separate accounts for each under- 
taking: 

the obligations that the Commission shall prepare within 
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two years charges schemes for all forms of transport, for the 
use Of ports and canals, and for the storage of goods: 

that transport users consultative committees shall consider 
and make recommendations on proposed changes in rates and 
charges: 

that shipping interests shall be represented on such com- 
rittees: 

that when preparing schemes for dealing with docks and har- 
bours the Commission shall include representatives of the users 
in any body which may be formed: 

powers for the Commission to provide housing accommo- 
dation for their staff and to make housing loans to them: 

the limitation of the Commission’s power to manufacture 
chassis, bodies, composite vehicles, and major components for 
road vehicles: 

the exemption from the Bill of felled timber traffic and also 
the special vehicles which are ancillary to the exempted traffics: 

powers for the Commission to refrain from taking over any 
undertaking which for special reasons it considers shall not 
be acquired: 

increased compensation for road hauliers who are injuriously 
affected in other parts of their business which are not acquired: 

provisions that regulations relating to compensation to staff 
adversely affected shall be laid in draft before Parliament: 

for the staff concerned to have a right to arbitration, and 
that the Commission shall not give preference to a travel 
agency which it owns, as against an independent travel agency 
outside. 

There will, we imagine, be little dispute on _ these 
matters when the House of Commons reconsiders the measure. 

As to the amendments which the Government regards as 
blemishes, but the Opposition regards as virtues, the major 
changes are that the Transport Commission shall appoint the 
Executives and not the Minister of Transport: 

that the Minister shall not give directions which would 
render the Commission insolvent and unable to pay its way, 
taking one year with another, unless he had to do so in the 
interests of national security: 

that a separate Executive shall be provided for Scotland: 

that inquiries into objections to schemes prepared by the 
Commission shall be conducted by persons other than those in 
the employ of the Minister: 

that long distance road haulage shall be regarded as the 
carriage of goods for distances over 80 miles instead of 40 
miles: 

that a haulier shal! be entitled to operate vehicles within 
a radius of 50 miles from the operating centre instead of 25 
miles: 

that the carriage by road of milk, felled timber, and “A” 
licence vehicles under contract to one firm only shall not be 
regarded as ordinary long-distance carriage, and, finally, 

that the Commission shall have to apply to the appropriate 
licensing authorities for a licence to carry goods by road in 
the various regions and for the approval of fares and charges 
for road passenger and goods transport. 

Certain of these amendments make fundamental changes in 
the structure of the Bill, and for this reason their acceptance 
by the Government when the measure again comes before the 
House of Commons is, to say the least, doubtful. 


* * o 


Passenger Traffic Suspensions in Eire 


LTHOUGH we have recorded briefly the various changes 

made in the train services of the Irish Transport Com- 
pany (Coras Tompair Eireann) since the main-line improve- 
ments and accelerations of July and October, 1946, we doubt 
whether the unparalleled position last Snoring on the railways 
in Eire has been appreciated generally. Coal shortage brought 
ibout a reduction of nassenger services on January 20, 1947, 
to one train on four days a week (Monday. Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday), though one day and one night train between 
Dublin and Cork still ran daily, which was practically a re- 
version to the position in July, 1944. Early in February. 
however, this had to be brought down to three, and finally 
two, days in the week, and on February 24 a total suspension 
of passenger services was announced, and many branches were 
closed entirely. So far as passengers were concerned. reliance 
had to be placed mainly on bus services, though limited third 


class accommodation was provided on the night mail and’ 
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perishables trains leaving Dublin for Cork at 7.45 p.m., and 
Cork for Dublin at 9.15 p.m.; and a similar facility was ex- 
tended soon afterwards to the 7.15 a.m. perishables train from 
Dublin to the South, and to an evening train to Athlone, re- 
turning from Athlone to Dublin at 12.30 a.m. 

Save for these trains, and a sparse suburban service still 
running between Dublin and Greystones, the position was as 
recorded on a slip marked “ Important” attached to the guides 
—* All passenger services of C.I.E. are suspended until further 
notice *"—which surely can claim to be the briefest timetable 
ever published! The position on the Great Northern Rail- 
way in Eire was not quite so bad, though one pair of expresses 
(10.15 a.m. from Dublin and 2.45 p.m. from Belfast) and 
about fifteen main-line trains were cancelled on March 11, 
and some branches closed—among them Ballyhaise and Bel- 
turbet, Ballybay and Cootehill, and Inniskeen and Carrick- 
macross. C.LE. services now are being restored and augmented 
with the aid of some American coal supplies, and as more 
oil-burning locomotives are put into service. From particulars 
we published on June 20, there should now be almost fifty 
of these oil burners at work. 

From May 24 main-line trains began running again on four 
days in the week at the schedules in force prior to January 20, 
ind from June 16 these main-line trains operated every week- 
day. We record in our Overseas page this week further im- 
provements introduced on July 5. From Sunday, June 15, 
special Sunday suburban services were introduced on the 
Dublin-Bray-Greystones, | Waterford-Tramore, | Cork-Cobh- 
Youghal, and Wexford-Rosslare Strand sections. Day excur- 
sion return tickets are issued for these trains. Services were 
restored on the Birr-Roscrea and Attymon-Loughrea branch 
lines on June 16. Until July 5, single tickets only were issued 
on main lines and connecting branch lines, but seats may be 
reserved on main-line trains by passengers travelling from 
Dublin and other principal termini. With the July 5 time- 
tables, return tickets were restored. 

After the suspension of passenger trains on February 24. 
freight services were operated on two days in the week, and 
were augmented by motor lorries, working from the Dublin 
goods stations, which took as much rail traffic as possible. 
The cattle trade suffered seriously, until some concessions were 
made in March as regards train service for the principal cattle 
fairs, as road transport charges are much higher than rail 
rates. Cattle trains, generally, had ceased running from Feb- 
ruary 19, and the special cattle boats lay idle pending restora- 
tion of the train service. 


* * * * 


Prospects of Indian Railway Officers 


a connection with the previous editorial under the above 
heading in our issue of May 9 last, we welcome the letter 
just received from Mr. A. R. Edington, C.1.E—Director of 
Stores, Indian Railway Board, and President of the All-India 
Association of European Government Railway Servants—which 
will be found on page 90. As the simultaneous announce- 
ments on April 30 (by the Premier in Parliament and by the 
Viceroy in India) made no reference to officers other than 
those appointed by the Secretary of State, we had, hitherto, no 
information regarding the prospects of the remainder and 
majority of the European officers, who are still employed on 
Indian railways under agreement with the Governor-General in 
Council. We assumed that, in equity, they were likely to 
receive similar treatment. Now, however, Mr. Edington’s 
letter and memorandum enable us to round off our previous 
editorial in the light of Mr. Attlee’s speech in moving the 
Second Reading of the Indian Independence Bill on July 10. 
Mr. Edington points out that of the 1,320 officers serving 
on Indian Government Railways, 887 are Indian and 433 
non-Indian, or approximately % and 4 respectively. Only 
95 of the 433 non-Indian officers were recruited by the 
Secretary of State in the United Kingdom for service on those 
State Railways that were owned and worked by the Govern- 
ment prior to 1935, The remaining 338 have become Govern- 
ment servants since 1935, as and when the company-managed 
railways for which they had been recruited became State 
lines. These officers serve under agreement with the Governor- 
General in Council, but all non-Indian officers have the same 
terms and conditions, and one would expect, therefore, that 
their prospects would be subject to identical negotiation. 
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On the other hand, it is not surprising that, in the con- 
tinued absence of any specific assurance to the contrary by 
the British or Indian Governments, the 338 European officers 
under contract with the Governor-General should have 
become increasingly apprehensive concerning the honouring of 
their agreements by future Dominions or independent States 
in the peninsula. 

Furthermore. the anxiety of these officers has been accen- 
tuated by the imminence of the transfer of power, and by 
the very natural fear that full consideration of their claims 
and adequate safeguarding of their legal position must be in 
grave danger of being ignored when political matters and con- 
stitutional changes are being pressed forward at the present 
time with such speed. 

These officers—and also some of those recruited by the 
Secretary of State—are not pensionable, but they have a 
provident fund scheme comparable with the pension, except 
that the lump sums payable to them from the fund on 
retirement are in Indian currency, and not in sterling at a 
fixed rate of exchange, as is the pension. They feel, there- 
fore, that their provident fund benefits also should be paid in 
sterling, in London, at a fixed rate not less favourable than 
ls. 6d. to the rupee. According to Mr. Edington’s memo- 
randum—and subsequently confirmed by the Prime Minister— 
there are grounds for belief that security of pensions may be 
accorded in the course of the negotiations regarding sterling 
balances, and it is suggested that provident fund and other 
dues in the case of non-pensionable officers may be included 
in the same settlement. 

However, the principal concern felt for some time past 
by all European officers on railways in India has been lest 
their rights and assets should be at the mercy of possible 
repudiation by any extreme left-wing government of either 
Dominion, or of any future independent State in the sub- 
continent. 

For the time being, officers can be safeguarded by 
special clauses in the treaties between the Governments of 
the United Kingdom and the Dominions in India, but there 
is no certainty that either Hindu India or Pakistan, once it 
has declared its independence and left the British Common- 
wealth, will honour the treaty. In all fairness to these 
cfficers, therefore, His Majesty’s Government should assume 
responsibility for payment of all their dues in the United 
Kingdom, at the same time covering itself by inducing the 
new Dominions to set aside a capital sum from their sterling 
balances here to be used for this purnose, as, indeed, it 
intends to do in the case of pensions generally. This is now 
revealed by Mr. Attlee in his speech on July 10. 

This speech, though it does not apply specifically to rail- 
way officers, does seem to offer some hope that the problems 
facing all European government servants are appreciated by 
His Majesty’s Government, and that steps are being taken to 
clarify their position. Mr. Attlee is reported in Hansard 
to have announced that “the leaders of the Indian parties 
have guaranteed the existing terms and conditions of service 
to all their employees, including Europeans. This guarantee 
covers pensionary and provident fund liabilities, and excludes 
any question of discrimination between Indian and non-Indian. 
But it cannot, of course, be regarded as an abandonment of 
the general right of any Government to revise the salaries of 
their servants from time to time.” This would seem to cover 


railway empioyees under agreement with the Governor- 
General. 
The report continues: “It is, however, recognised that, 


among the liabilities to which I have referred above, there is 
one category for which His Majesty’s Government have a 
special responsibility, namely, towards Europeans who served 
in the Secretary of State’s and analogous services. We intend 
to invite the new authorities to negotiate, in due course, an 
agreement whereby a capital sum in sterling will be set aside 
to cover this liability. Meanwhile, those concerned have the 
assurance of His Majesty’s Government that they will receive 
the pensions to which they are entitled.” 

Though Mr. Attlee emphasised that no guarantee of future 
service conditions in India could be expected. it seems clear 
that His Majesty’s Government makes itself responsible for the 
payment of Indian pensions, and, in view of the wording of 
his phrases, it is probable that he intended to cover such 
dues as provident funds also, even though these may not be 
payable on a sterling basis at present. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents) 


The Scottish Railway Network 


c/o Cotterell & Company, 
110, Dale End, Birmingham, 4. July 14 
To THE EDITOR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Sir,—Further io the simple project I set out in your issue 
of June 20, for a direct short cut from Larbert to Dundee, | 
must first make a correction to Mr. Kenneth Brown’s letter in 
your July 4 issue. The Forth crossing at Kincardine would 
be half a mile long, not a mile and a half. 

Now, there seems always to be an impossible faction with 
every project, and so here Mr. Brown says it would be prac- 
tically impossible to achieve the new distance of 68 miles from 
Glasgow to Dundee along clear line within the hour. In such 
a case, the independent promoter would make it his business 
to convince the public that such is possible. 

This is an instructive point bearing on my contention that 
the independent promoter will come back, because the public 
will want his character and drive, whereas the official element 
seems to be quite satisfied that the Glasgow io Dundee timing 
should stick at round about two hours. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. F. POWNALL 


Prospects of Indian Railway Officers 


All-India Association of European 
Government Railway Servants, 
Imperial Delhi Gymkhana Club, 
New Delhi. June 28 
To THE EpItoR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Sir,—l have just read with considerable appreciation youi 
interesting article headed “Prospects of Indian Railway 
Officers,” at page 465 of The Railway Gazette dated May 9. 
but I beg to point out that the article in question covers the 
case of less than a quarter of the British railway officers in 
India, as, out of a total of about 433 British officers, only 95 
of these are serving under agreement with the Secretary of 
State, while the balance of about 338 is serving under agree- 
ment with the Governor-General in Council. The case of this 
latter group of officers has not yet been covered by any authori- 
tative announcement, and they are living through a period of 
considerable doubt and anxiety. 

For your information I enclose a memorandum [see editorial 
article on page 89.—Epb., R.G.] which shows the up-to-date 
position and now very urgent requirements of Britishers serving 
in India as Government railway officers under agreement with 
the Governor-General in Council. No indications have been 
afforded to show that H.M. Government realises that they 
have any obligations, moral or otherwise, in resnect of these 
officers, nor has there been any hint of the intention of ensur- 
ing for them similar consideration to that accorded to officers in 
the same service, but under agreement with the Secretary of 
State, in H.E. the Viceroy’s announcement of Aopril 30. ‘ 

Those railway officers serving under agreement with the 
Secretary of State have been afforded compensation and 
guarantees on account of the premature termination of their 
careers under the ultimate authority of H.M. Government and 
the British Parliament. Surely it may be contended that 
officers serving under agreement with the Governor-General 
in Council have been serving under the same ultimate authority. 
and it cannot be denied that no such constitutional change as 
that now being effected was contemplated in the form of 
agreement nor at the time of its signature. There is little 
justification to make flesh of one groun of officers and fowl 
of the other. 

With conditions as unsettled as they are, it is likely to take 
a fairly considerable period of time for Indian affairs to settle 
down to anything like stability, and it is felt that any Indian 
Government or Governments under the new constitution, even 
with, as we believe, the best and most sincere intentions, will 
be in no position to offer with confidence any long-term 
guarantees; and that, therefore, our own Government, under 
whom we have so long and loyally served India, must 
surely recognise this and cannot now cast us off without taking 
immediately the necessary steps to safeguard our position while 
there is yet time. 

Our Provident Fund represents our life savings and takes 
the place of a pension in old age. Any surplus of income, 
which may have existed in the past, above and beyond the 
expenditure to maintain a family establishment divided be- 
tween India and Britain, is now completely absorbed in 
the increased cost of living and higher taxation. It will be 
appreciated readily, then. that we are living precariously in 
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anxious times under the severe strain of a most uncertain 
future, and that we cannot stress sufficiently how important it 
is that we should be afforded early authoritative and definite 
assurances on the points which are set forth in the memoran- 
dum. We feel the most urgent need at the moment is that ou 
interests should be secured adequately on the existing basis 
during the interim period between the handing over of powe: 
and the final drafting and ratification of the treaties with the 
new Indian Governments. 

Finally, sir, may I express a railwayman’s gratitude for the 
ever helpful, understanding, and constructive attitude of the 
articles appearing in our old friend The Railway Gazette, and 
may I hope that you will be so good as to give the cause of 
the British officers serving in India under agreement with the 
Governor-General in Council due and timely representation it 
your columns. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. R. EDINGTON, C.LE., 
President 

[The responsibility of the British Government for pensions 
and, by implication, for provident funds, was acknowledged by 
Mr. Attlee in the House of Commons on July 10, as quoted 
in our editorial article on page 89.—Eb., R.G.] 


Management of Indian Railways 


*“ Lowbury,” 
Compton, Berks. 
To THE Epiror OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Sik,—In your report of the Indian State Railways annual 
dinner in the June 13 issue, you quote me as saying that “ there 
must still be some central authority to run the railways... .” 
I am sorry I gave this impression. I was careful to choose my 
words, which were to the effect that there must be some 
central authority to perform those functions of the Raiiway 
Board and the Indian Railway Conference Association which 
are concerned with interchange traffic. 

I would certainly not predict that in the new India, Pakistan, 
and other States there will be one central authority with all 
the powers of the old Railway Board to “run the railways ”; 
though I hope that the various authorities will keep in close 
touch with each other to ensure a reasonable degree of uni- 
formity in the management of the railways. 

Yours faithfully, 
L. WILSON 


[We regret that our condensed report of the speeches at the 
dinner gave an incorrect impression of Sir Leonard Wilson’s 


meaning, and we welcome this opportunity of stating his 
views.-—ED., R.G.] 
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Train Service to East Dorset 


11, Station Road, 
Swanage, Dorset. 
To THE Epitor OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE ; 

Sin,—I was very surprised to read in the “ Questions in 
Parliament ” feature of The Railway Gazette for July 11, of 
the reply given by the Minister of Transport to Colonel M. J. 
Wheatley on June 30, concerning the cancellation of the 6.30 
p.m. Waterloo to Weymouth train from June 16, in order to 
comply with the 10 per cent. reduction in passenger train ser- 
vices this summer. : 

It is correct that the cancellation has caused a great deal of 
inconvenience to business men returning to East Dorset, par- 
ticularly at week-ends. As a resident of Swanage, working in 
London during the week, I endeavour to return home at week- 
ends, and I found the 6.30 p.m. train from Waterloo very 
convenient for this. as I’m sure it was to many other travellers 
in a similar position to myself. I would query Mr. Barnes’ 
remark that the train was the least heavily loaded of the 
morning and evening group of trains from Waterloo to Bourne- 
mouth and Weymouth. I can recall three occasions recently 

-the most recent being Friday, June 13—when the train was 
full to capacity, and I have had to stand in the corridor as far 
as Bournemouth Central ! 

The withdrawal of the 6.30 p.m. to Weymouth means that 
the last through train beyond Bournemouth Central is now the 
4.35 p.m., although, at great inconvenience to the traveller. 
there is the 5.30 p.m. to Bournemouth Central (arrive 8.44 p.m.), 
where there is a 34-min. wait for the 9.18 Weymouth train 
(with another 14-min. wait at Wareham for Swanage pas- 
sengers). 

As it appears essential that one of the Bournemouth group 
of trains be withdrawn in order to comply with the 10 per cent. 
reduction in passenger services, I would suggest that the 5.30 
p.m. slow train from Waterloo to Bournemouth Central, and 
the 9.18 p.m. Bournemouth Central to Weymouth would be 
best withdrawn, and the 6.30 p.m. fast allowed to continue. 
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fhe intermediate stations between Waterloo and Bournemouth 
would be served by the 3.30 p.m. and the 7.30 p.m. slow trains 
from Waterloo; and the stations beyond Bournemouth Central 
by the 7.4 p.m. (4.35 ex-Waterloo) and also the 6.30 p.m. 
ex-Waterloo. 

It would seem that a little more attention should be paid 
to the trains that are to be withdrawn, and not just pick on 
one haphazardly, as seems to have been the case. For the last 
train to Weymouth to leave Waterloo at 5.30 p.m. and not reach 
that town until 10.42 (5 hr. 12 min.) seems a very poor service 
tor the residents of East Dorset. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. M. PALMER 

{It was fully realised that to carry out the Minister’s 10 
per cent. cut to a heavily populated area such as Bournemouth 
inevitably would inconvenience a number of people. Statistics 
throughout the week proved that the 6.30 p.m. train was the 
lightest loaded. Trains to Bournemouth still remaining are the 
4.35 p.m., 5.30 p.m., and 7.30 p.m.—ED., R.G.] 


G.W.R. London-Bristol Service 


Bushey, Herts. 
To THE Eprror OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Sirk,—In the July-August issue of your associated publication, 
The Railway Magazine, Mr. Cecil J. Allen. quotes in the 
“British Locomotive Practice and Performance” feature a 
letter from Mr. Humphrey Baker, whom he describes as 
“a well-known authority on Great Western Railway locomotive 
work,” in which the following appears: “ during the ‘ glacial ’ 
period of last winter anything could be forgiven, of course, 
but even now, when the weather is good and the permanent 
way presumably has settled down again, the work is deplorable 

far worse than last summer, and worse than at any time 
during the war... .” 

Mr. Baker then quotes details of two runs, on which time 
lost through signal and permanent way slacks was not made 
up; and the balance of time lost and regained by the loco- 
motives was 2 min. lost on the up journey and 4 min. lost on 
the down. 
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Far from being deplorable, the circumstances, so far as my 
own observations go, are precisely the opposite. In support 
of this I submit the following analyses of my journeys made in 
May and June of this year, most of which journeys were made 
at week-ends : — 


May, 1947 June, 1947 
Number of journeys ae ‘ihe aa 10 | 
Total mileage ... “i oon ‘ion 944 1,143 
Average lateness (min. ) 3-5 1-75 
Average train load in gross tons ‘behind tender 448 447 
Occasions when 4 min. late or more 
Averagetime regained by loco. per trip (min. ‘) 3-1 4-05 


Until the very last day of June, the lateness figure stood at 
the remarkably fine aggregate of only 3 min., for 11 journeys 
totalling 1,019 miles, but on June 30, due to an exceptional 
delay, the 12 noon Bristol to Paddington arrived 18 min. late. 

My own record is not the only evidence I have. Through my 
business associations I am constantly aware of the running 
of many long-distance trains other than those I have travelled 
on, and the recent experience of others fully confirms the 
favourable impression I have gained. 

Yours faithfully. 
O. S. NOCK 


Post Office Services 


The Railway Club, 
57, Fetter Lane, E.C.4. 
July 15 
To THE EDITOR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Sir,—In your issue of July 11, the official return of Civil 
Service personnel in the months of April, 1939 and 1947, is 
placed very appropriately in a column parallel to Mr. J. R. 
Clementson’s letter to the Daily Express on the deterioration 
of postal services in the last half century. 

This return shows that since 1939 the number of Post Office 
employees has increased from 205,143 to 262,372. It would 
be interesting to know what is the percentage of deterioration 
in service that the Post Office has achieved with the help of 
a 284 per cent. increase in staff. 

Yours faithfully. 
KENNETH BROWN 








Publications Received 


The descriptive text is necessarily brief ing. 


The more technical aspects of the 











The World’s Railways and How They 
Work. London: Odhams Press Limited; 
Long Acre. 9 in. x 6 in. 320 pp. Fully 
illustrated. Price 8s. 6d. net.—Railway 
books for boys, which at one time dealt 


mainly with the British systems, tend in- 
creasingly to be worldwide in scope. This 
may be the result of a growing inter- 


nationalism among authors, or perhaps 
arises from a feeling that the British rail- 
ways are being hustled towards a prema- 
ture grave, and that to keep the tradi- 
tional interest in rdilway affairs alive, it is 
necessary to direct attention to places 
where the growing pains of nationalisation 
are either long since past or unlikely to be 
felt. A useful feature of the present book 
is the inclusion of maps showing the prin- 
cipal railways of foreign countries. Obvi- 
ously it is an advantage to know the rela- 
tive positions of Cape Town and Johan- 
nesburg when reading about the “ Union 
Limited,” and equally it is unsafe to 
assume that such information necessarily 
comes with the free meals and free milk 
of modern education, for in recent years 
trade winds and anticyclones have mixed 
themselves up with the geography lesson 
in a bewildering manner. 

Illustrations, which contribute so much 
of the pleasure of a railway book to adult 
and junior readers alike, are supplied here 
in abundance, and while many old friends 
among locomotives and trains are repre- 
sented, they are mostly seen in new set- 
tings. Extensive use has been made of 
Perspective drawings, partly in section to 
show the internal mechanism of locomo- 
tives, signalling apparatus and so on. This 
method is used. also, in an instructive 
double-page spread of the burrowing junc- 
tions between Chalk Farm and Primrose 
Hill Tunnel, L.M.S.R. 


on account of the wide field of technique 
and practice dealt with, but the illustra- 
tions of all kinds amplify it well. Serious 
students of the locomotive will be glad to 
know that the book inculcates the idea 
that streamlining of steam passages is 
more important to verformance than an 
“air-smoothed” exterior. Answers to 
many of the enthusiast’s questions can be 
found readily by consulting the index, 
which refers the reader to information 
that, though necessarily condensed, is reli- 
able. and as up-to-date as circumstances 
allow. 

With 
it has 
twelve 


Motor Transport Goods Guide. 
the July, 1947, issue of this guide. 
been possible to add a further 
pages, giving a total of 172 pages, includ- 
ing covers. Some of these extra pages 
have been given up to the inclusion of 
details of more regular services, and others 
for advertisers’ announcements. By means 
of an index which precedes the guide 
proper, it is possible for a consignor to 
find the regular long-distance goods ser- 
vices (20 miles or over) overating to and 
from various towns, and also to obtain a 
referenée to the guide, in which such 
items as minimum and maximum loads, 
frequency, and nearest terminal offices are 
covered. 

Handbook of Structural Design in the 
Aluminium Alloys, By J. E. Temple. 
Birmingham, 7: James Booth & Co. Ltd., 
Argyle Street Works, Nechells. 8} in. x 
53 in. 147 pp. - Price 21s-—This hand- 
book is intended to provide data relating 
to the use of aluminium alloys for those 
concerned with constructional work. 
There are two parts of the book. the first 
of which describes the most suitable alloys 
as concerns their general properties, char- 
acteristics of strength. and general work- 


subject are dealt with in the second part, 
which is primarily intended for engineers 
already experienced in the design of steel 
structures. In an appendix, the properties 
of four special sections are shown. The 
author referred for guidance to Professor 
J. F. Baker, Professor of Engineering 
at Cambridge University, who, with Dr. 
J. W. Roderick, has carried out a pro- 
gramme of research on light alloy struts 
and beams of current manufacture. 


Locomotive Engineers’ Pocket Book. 
4\st Edition. London: The Locomotive 
Publishing Co. Ltd., 88, Horseferry Road, 
S.W.1. 6} in. x 34 in. 358 pp. Price 
5s.—The last edition of this work ap- 
peared in 1943. The specialised sections 
have been revised and strengthened: that 
dealing with valve gears. for instance, has 
references to Mr. F. H. Shields’s paper to 
the Institution of Locomotive Engineers in 
1943, and to Mr. H. Holcroft’s disserta- 
tion on conjugated valve gears in The 
Engineer in 1946. Pocket books of this 
type are difficult to rearrange. when it is 
desired to include new items, and fre- 
quently the only practicable way is to 
jettison certain existing matter. It is to be 
hoped, however, that in a future edition 
the article on “Welding” (p. 295) will 
give seme reference to the revolutionary 


changes in boiler construction brought 
about by Mr. Bulleid on the Southern 
Railway. A further important innovation 


in British practice, the self-cleaning 
smokebox, also is omitted. The section 
on “Locomotives of Special Types” is 
valuable, though it includes a slip in 
which the Reid-Ramsay turbine locomo- 
tive is dated 1904, instead of 1909. The 
tables of the comparative dimensions of 
representative locomotives have been 
brought up to date. 





The Scrap Heap 


THE TRANSPORT BILL 

The speed with which the Transport 
Bill has been forced through Parliament, 
withou: adequate preliminary inquiry into 
the fundamental nature of the transport 
problem and without even tentative de- 
cisions about the ultimate organisation 
and economics of a co-ordinated trans- 
port industry, is a frightening portent. 
There is no certainty that, in the long run, 
the Bill will confer benefit on the com- 
munity; there is a real danger that, in the 
short run, its disturbing effects will be 
supplemented by a further deterioration in 
transport facilities and costs.—From ‘ The 
Economist.” 

* * * 


100 YEARS AGO 


From THE RAiLway TIMES, July 24, 1847 


ONDON, BRIGHTON, and SOUTH 
COAST RAILWAY.— ENGINES and ENGINE- 
HOUSES to be LET or SOLD.—The Directors will be 
ready, on the lath of August next, to receive applications to 
rent or purchase the Engines, Engines-Houses, Water- 
Yanks, Reservoirs, &c., at Forest-hill or Croydon. 
ATMOSPHERIC STOCK FOR SALE, 

One pair of condensing engines of 50-horse power each, 
with air cylinders of 57 inches diameter, 34 feet stroke, made 
by Messrs. Maudsluy, Field, and Co., now fixed at Croydon. 

One pair of ditto ditto, at Forcet hill 

One pair of ditto ditto, ditto. 

Each pair of the above engines is furnished with three 
Cornish boilers. 

4,000 to 5,000 tons of cast-iron atmospheric tubes, 15-inch 
diameter pipes and valve boxes. About 12 miles of longi- 
tudinal valves. 

Also the same length of wrought-iron rods }-inch dia- 
meter, together with a quantity of bolts, screws, &c., to 
complete the same, ready for fixing. 

Parties desirous of purchasing all or any portion of the 
above are requested to send in sealed tenders, marked ‘‘ Ten- 
ders for Atmospheric Apparatus,’”’ under cover, addressed 
to the Secretary, on or before Saturday, the 14th August 
next. 

Purchasers of any part of the above may have the same de- 
livered by the Company at New Cross or Croydon; but 
— purchasing the engines for removal will have to take 
them down and load them on the Company’s trucks, 

Further particulars may be known on application to Mr. 
R. J. Hood, engineer, Bnghton. 


By order, 
T. J. BUCKTON, Secretary. 
London Terminus, July 8, 1847. 








* * * 
* PUBLIC CONTROL" OF MINIATURE 
RAILWAY 
The new miniature railway on_ the 


promenade at St. Leonards was not operat- 
ing last Sunday because the Corporation 
had not reached a decision on Sunday 
opening. Hundreds of parents visiting the 
resort therefore raided the sheds, dragged 
out the rolling stock, and pushed it up and 
down the line to give their children rides. 
After the police had been called and had 
parked the vehicles in a corner of the 
promenade, they were put back on the rails 
again and the free rides continued until 
a second visit from the police. 
* * + 
MILLIONS GET FREE RIDES 


If, with 42,000 miles of track, India 
ranks fourth after the U.S.A., Russia, and 
Britain in the size of her railroad system, 
she can claim a unique world record in 
the number of passengers who get free 
rides. 

Of the passengers known to have 
travelled in 1946, no fewer than 4,600,000 
were caught without tickets. But it is 
believed that many more get away with 
it. 

The story goes that when the Railway 
Board heard witnesses from industry and 
the public at a recent inquiry to improve 
the services, a strong protest was received 
from the President of the “ Ticketless 
Travel Association,” that he had not been 
invited as an expert witness—From “ The 
World’s Curious Side,” in “ The New- 
castle Journal.” 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


S.E.R. ACCIDENTS IN 1855 


We have been lent a copy of the reports 
on four S.E.R. accidents of 1855 by Mr. 
E. T. MacDermot—one at Reading, and 
the others at Gravesend, Bricklayers’ Arms 
Junction, and Strood. 

On August 30, 1855, the South Eastern 
Railway opened a new passenger station at 
Reading, adjacent to the G.W.R. station, 
and connecting by a single line with the 
S.E.R. double track to Guildford at a junc- 
tion near the company’s engine shed, goods 
shed, and the old station. A diagram of 
the S.E.R. layout at Reading appeared in 
our May 16 issue. There was no signal- 
man at the junction, passenger train move- 
ments being controlled by the station 
porter, who ten times a day had to walk 
600 yd. from the station to the junction 
for this purpose. Drivers of goods trains, 
however, were expected to supervise the 
operation of the points by their own fire- 
men, and shunting movements were per- 
formed habitually past the signal while it 
was at “ danger.” The lamp in the signal 
applying to the old station line, with its 
connection to the engine shed, was regu- 
larly left unlighted after 7 p.m. 

The foregoing arrangements were criti- 
cised severely in the report on the accident 
which occurred near Reading on Septem- 
ber 12, 1855, when a light engine proceed- 
ing from Reading shed to Guildford inad- 
veriently took the down line, and collided 
14 miles further on with a train from 
London which was travelling at about 40 
m.p.h. Five persons were killed, includ- 
ing the driver of the light engine, and 10 
were injured seriously. 

It appears that the driver of the light 
engine was summoned by telegraph in some 
haste, as the usual workings had been 
altered to provide for a two-part excursion 
from Reading to Brighton. The somewhat 
meagre station staff had been depleted for 


the same reason, and there was _also 
delay in getting the message to the driver’s 
home. 

The other accidents on the S.E.R. in 


1855 occurred near Gravesend on Septem- 
ber 29, at Bricklayers’ Arms Junction on 
December 7, and at Strood Station on 
December 25. 

In the case of the Gravesend accident, 
a goods train shunting into a branch line 
was run into by a passenger train from 
London at about 15 m.p.h., but there were 
no casualties. To make this movement, 
the goods had to proceed over a crossing 
on to the down line, the points of which 
were operated by the guard. 

In the Bricklayers’ Arms incident, the 
points had been set for the branch and 
locked by means of a block of wood in 
the frame while the signalman descended 
from his box to collect a sack of coals 
from the pilot engine. On his return, a 
passenger train approached the junction 
and proceeded up the branch instead of 
continuing along the main line. The signal- 
man appears to have removed the block, 
allowing the points to return automatically 
to the main-line position, while the train 
was actually in transit, causing it to be 
divided and derailed. 

At Strood, also, the accident was caused 
by improper operation of facing points, 
which were left set for a siding instead of 
the main line. It appeared that the signal- 
man responsible for working the points 
was absent from his post when the col- 
lision occurred. There was considerable 
damage to rolling stock, and one passen- 
ger was injured severely. 

A letter dated November 14, 1855, from 
Captain Douglas Galton, of the Railway 
Department, Board of Trade, addressed to 


July 25, 1947 


the Secretary of the S.E.R., observed with 
reference to the Inspecting Officer’s report 
on the Reading and Gravesend acci- 
dents : — 

“My Lords regret to observe that it 
would appear from these reports that the 
inadequacy of the staff was not caused by 
temporary pressure. The superintendent 
states that the servants are worked as hard 
on other parts of the line as at Reading; 
and the Inspecting Officer gives it as his 
opinion ‘ that such a state of things on 
the line is alike improper towards the men 
employed and dangerous to the public 
safety.’ 

“ The facts disclosed by these two re- 
ports exhibit an absence of proper man- 
agement on the South Eastern Railway, and 
an indifference to the safety of the public 
greater than has been brought to the 
notice of my Lords on any previous occa- 
sion.” 

In the reports on all four accidents there 
were references to the long hours of duty 
worked by the staff. and to various work- 
ing arrangements which threw an unduly 
heavy burden on them. 


* * * 


THE Way TO SLAVERY 


1. “So far as direction of labour was 
concerned, the T.U.C. would continue to 
reject any such interference with the 
liberty of the individual in industry.” Mr, 
Arthur Deakin at Margate, on May 28, 
1947, as reported in The Times, 

2. “I am prepared to say now that we 
must of necessity accept a limited measure 
of direction. There are thousands of 
people who ought to be placed in produc- 
tive industry at once.” Mr. Arthur Deakin, 
at Hastings, July 15, 1947. 

Why change your mind, Mr. Deakin? 
What was interference with the liberty of 
the individual in May has not become any 
less obnoxious by July. The suggestion 
that direction of labour should now be in- 
troduced into industry, in whatever form, 
is totally unacceptable to the _ British 
people. 

During the war every citizen was pre- 
pared to make any sacrifice, however great, 
to secure the speedy defeat of Hitler. 
Under the united rule of a Coalition 
Government direction of labour was 
accepted as a thoroughly unpleasant and 
purely temporary expedient necessary to 
ensure the speedy redistribution of labour 
in accordance with the ever-changing de- 
mands of the fighting services. 

But no democratic country can introduce 
direction of labour in peacetime and re- 
main a democracy. The right to take his 
own job, the right to make his own for- 
tune in the career of his choice, is one of 
the most precious liberties still left to the 
individual citizen. 

Once direction starts, however “ limited ” 
the initial step may be, the insidious 
scheme will grow until the whole people 
groan under the yoke of Whitehall. An 
unknown official in some obscure corner 
of Westminster will be able to order a bus 
conductor to leave London for work 
down a mine in the Rhondda Valley or to 
tell a typist in Birmingham that she must 
enter a cotton mill in Preston. 

That is not the way to increase output 
and to close the import-export gap. It is 
the quickest way to the slave state and 
economic decay. 

Dragooned and unwilling workers can 
never rival the efforts of free men. Britain 
will only win through her present crisis if 
she enlists the ardour and enthusiasm of a 
free people behind the production drive. 
—From “The Evening Standard.” 
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THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


OVERSEAS RAILWAY AFFAIRS 


(From our correspondents) 


INDIA 


Bombay Railway Strike 

The recent unofficial strike of 25,000 
railwaymen of the B.B. & C.l. and G.LP. 
Railway workshops in Bombay involved a 
certain amount of inconvenience to pas- 
sengers travelling through Bombay. Trains 
were stoned by strikers, who, on occasions, 
evicted passengers. One attempt was made 
to set a train on fire. Incoming and out- 
going through trains ran several hours late 
and were provided with an armed escori 
through the disturbed zone. 

Speaking of the strike, Mr. Jai Parkash 
Narain, President of the Railwaymen’s 
Federation, said: “The present trouble 
seems to be instigated by groups that are 
interested in disrupting the labour move- 
ment and in fomenting unnecessary civil 
disturbances.” Mr. Narain also implied 
that the Communist elements in the unions 
were largely responsible for the strike. It 
is noteworthy that affiliated unions not 
only did not call their workers out, but 
carried On vigorous positive propaganda 
to avoid the strike. 

A move to end the strike was taken 
when discussions were opened between 
Mr. S. C. Joshi, Chief Commissioner of 
Labour, Government of India, and Mr. 
W. D. Hood. General Manager. G.I.P.R. 


CEYLON 


More Railcars Arrive 

Five diesel-electric railcars arrived re- 
cently at Colombo from Great Britain, 
and 18 more will be delivered shortly. 
These cars, which have been built by the 
English Electric Co. Ltd., will be run on 
the Matara-Galle section of the railway, 
and also possibly between Kandy and 
Colombo. They are similar to the driving 
units of the four-coach English Electric 
diesel trains already in service. 

Each car seats 82 passengers, and is 
powered by a 180-h.p. six-cylinder diesel 
engine driving the main generator. The 
traction motors are mounted on the trail- 
ing bogie. Two cars can be coupled and 
controlled from one. driving cab. Origin- 
ally the railway ordered eight of these cars 
some six years ago. Delivery was delayed 
by the war, and in the meantime the order 
was increased to 23. It is expected that 
deliveries will continue at three a month. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Special Train Services Resumed 
Among the special winter train services 
which have been announced for the present 
winter season is a new holiday express 
from Johannesburg to Port Shepstone, on 
the Natal South Coast. This train will 
travel the entire length of the East Rand 
to pick up passengers, and thus avoid the 
necessity of their going either to Germiston 
or Johannesburg to make the connection. 
The freedom from military demands has 
enabled the railways to announce their full 

holiday programme well in advance. 


The Umkomaas Bridge 

The new bridge over the Umkomaas 
River on the Natal South Coast will permit 
of considerable improvements to the 
suburban service between Durban and Port 
Shepstone (see The Railway Gazette of 
May 2). This nine-span structure, in re- 
inforced concrete, was begun in 1943, and 
it is expected to be completed by the 





middle of 1948. The difficulty of obtain- 
ing steel spans caused the railway engineers 
to examine other projects. After exhaus- 
tive tests on a model, a tied-arch bridge in 
reinforced concrete was decided on. 

The superstructure consists of seven 
spans, each 120 ft. centre to centre, with 
a rise of 30 ft. The deck is wide enough 
to accommodate two railway tracks as well 
as the national road and two footways. 


S.A.R. Stock in Rhodesia 
Nearly 2,000 wagons belonging to the 
South African Railways are at present 
operating on the Rhodesia Railways, and, 
as the normal number on foreign lines is 
about 300, the loss of nearly 1.700 wagons 
is embarrassing the railways seriously at a 
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all traffic last February have been re- 
opened, but two of them for goods trains 
only. The decision to re-open these lines 
was taken after careful consideration of 
representations made by local authorities. 
C.LE. has accepted assurances that the rail 
services will be supported to the utmost by 
consignors of all classes of traffic. 


UNITED STATES 


Pullman Sleeper Business Sold 

On June 30 a group of representatives of 
57 railways handed Mr. L. S. Taylor, 
Vice-President of the Pullman Co. Inc., a 
cheque for $40,202,482, thus completing 
the purchase of the company’s car operat- 
ing business. Mr. G. H. Howe, President 
of the New York Central; Mr. R. H. 
Hegin, Comptroller of the Atcheson. 
Topeka & Santa Fe; and Mr. John B. 
Hyde, Vice-President of the Southern. 
represented the raiiways in the brief trans- 


British-Built Diesel Train in Ceylon 





An English Electric four-coach diesel train at Katukurunda, on the 


Colombo-Galle section of the 


time when traffic of all descriptions is at 
a high level. 

Heavy traffic of all descriptions is offer- 
ing from the ports and inland centres of 
the Union for Rhodesia. The Rhodesia 
Railways are hard pressed in providing 
wagons for the movement of goods in 
Rhodesia, notwithstanding the increase in 
the number of S.A.R. wagons they are 
operating. Three Union locomotives also 
are assisting in the section between 
Mafeking and Bulawayo. 


EIRE 


More Main-Line Trains 

The partial restoration of C.LE. main- 
line passenger train services on May 24, 
after a complete suspension of over eleven 
weeks, was followed by an increased ser- 
vice of one train in each direction on all 
weekdays from June 16. The arrival of 
American coal supplies and the greater 
use of oil-burning locomotives subse- 
quently made a further increase possible. 
On and from July 5, there have been both 
morning and evening main-line services on 
all weekdays between Dublin and the prin- 
cipal provincial towns. 

Five branch lines which were closed to 


Ceylon Government Railway 


action, which officially brought to an end 
the successful seven-year anti-trust pro- 
ceedings of the Government to break up 
the Pullman organisation’s monopoly in 
the operation of sleeping cars. 

The sale was approved by a special 
court decision of January 4, 1946, but an 
appeal was taken to the Supreme Court, 
as recorded in The Railway Gazette of 
May 24, 1946. Pending approval of the 
sale by the Supreme Court, the company’s 
sleeping car service was carried on for 
the account of the railway buying group 
as the potential purchaser (see The Rail- 
way Gazette of May 30 this year). 


Traffic Interrupted by Floods 

Severe flooding in Nebraska and lowa 
during June caused considerable disloca- 
tion of train services between Chicago and 
the West Coast. The Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy was the system most seriously 
affected, and the cutting of the main line 
from Chicago to Denver by a washout at 
Cambridge necessitated the re-routing of 
trains over the Union Pacific between Lin- 
coln and Sterling. Lengthy detours had 
to be made also by transcontinental trains 
of the Union Pacific in crossing Nebraska, 
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Telephones for L.N.E.R. Edinburgh Control 


Selective ringing on 20 lines combined with 
economy in number of transmitters required 


A MODERN iraffic control telephone 

system was brought into operation 
by the L.N.E.R. on October 13, 1946, at 
the Edinburgh District Control Office, 
situated in the office of the District Super- 
intendent, Waverley Station. The tele- 
phone network serves the area from Ber- 
wick and Carlisle in the south; all the 
intermediate branch lines and goods yards; 
the Edinburgh area; and to Ratho and 
Datmeny in the west. 

The new system replaced one that had 
been in Operation since May, 1916, in 
which all the circuits were operated on 
a code calling basis; and, in addition to 
being used for control purposes, were used 
also for intercommunication, selection 
being achieved by using polarised call- 
ing relays on the way-station instruments 
as well as at the control. As most of these 
circuits were in the southern part of the 
area, a manual exchange was located at 
Portobello, on which were terminated the 
omnibus circuits, and an operator com- 
pleted the connection to the control over 
five junction lines. Although the junction 
lines were multipled over all the key- 
boards at the control, each junction was 
allocated to a particular controller, the 
flow of work being regulated by the 
Portobello operator. 

To meet modern requirments both from 
a control operating and a telephonic point 
of view, it was decided to adopt a system 
of selective calling, together with a _ re- 
organisation of controllers sections, im- 
proved graphing methods, and other ad- 
ministrative changes. As the provision of 
additional circuits was involved, the 

manual exchange at Portobello was 
abolished. 

The total number of circuits connected 
to the new control system is as follows:— 


19 working, | spare 
17 working, 3 spare 


Selective calling lines 
Battery calling lines a 
Automatic extension lines 


from local railway P.A.B.X. 4 working, 2 spare 


The selective calling circuits are arranged 
for control purposes only, and are not 
used for intercommunication between 
stations. Most of the old battery calling 
circuits have been retained for this pur- 
pose. Those connected to the new system 
are used for less important work, and in 
some cases form duplicate circuits for 
emergency. A telephone concentrator key- 
board has been provided at Portobello, on 
which most of the battery calling omnibus 
circuits are terminated for telegraph and 
commercial purposes. 


Line-Finders Economise Transmitters 

It was apparent when deciding on the 
equipment to be provided, that, although 
20 selective lines were required, it would be 
necessary to signal only on a relatively 
small number of circuits at any one time, 
and consequently only a small number of 
transmitter units would be required. It 
was decided finally to provide five such 
units, associated with line-finders. The five 
transmitter units are available for use on 
any selective circuits. and in addition to 
the economy in transmitters, there is the 
advantage that the failure of one trans- 
mitter will not render any line inoperative, 
since the faulty instrument can be re- 
moved, leaving the remaining four to 
share the traffic. The reduction in service 
would be hardly discernible during normal 
working. 

The line-finder principle adopted differs 
from normal line-finder practice in that 16 


keyboards require facilities for connecting 
a transmitter with any one of 20 lines. 
Apart from the reduction in the number 
of transmitters, and the use of line-finders, 
the system operates on the constant total 
impulse method already in use in many 
places. 

The main control room is furnished 
with a suite of desks erected back to back 
in the centre of the room. with five posi- 
tions On one side and six on the other. 
These desks accommodate the section and 
specialist controllers. At the end of the 
main suite, and forming the head of the 
“T,.” are two desk positions, one for the 
deputy chief controller and the other for 
his clerk, both facing along the main 


suite. The Plant Section, which is in an 
adjoining room, is equipped with another 
two desks. 


Each position is equipped with a key- 
board employing lamp signalling; and each 
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jacked in, a floor-mounted wiring and jack 
field frame was erected, prior to the setting 
up of the desks, to which the permanent 
cabling is attached. Access to the jack 
fields is obtained by lifting the panels men- 
tioned already, which are suitably hinged. 


The section controllers’ keyboards are 
equipped only with the circuits covering 
their respective sections, but ali other key- 
boards are fully equipped and all jack 
fields are arranged so that keyboards are 
interchangeable. A spare keyboard is 
fitted in the equipment room, and is used 
normally by the maintenance lineman for 
test purposes. 


Repair Procedure 
In the event of a major repair to any 
of the keyboards, it is a simple matter 
to withdraw the faulty keyboard and jack- 
in the spare one. Small metal handles 
are provided which. when inserted into 


slots at each side of the keyboards 
and given a_ half-turn, enable the key- 
board to be withdrawn easily. A polished 
fibre sheet is laid on the desk top 


during the process of withdrawing and 
inserting a keyboard to prevent damage 





Circuit keys and dial in chief controller’s 
is for displaying notices, and is hinged to give access to the jack field | 


circuit is provided with a connecting key, 
a calling lamp, and a “busy” lamp. As 
all keyboards are Oe the operation 
of any connecting key lights the * * busy ” 
lamp for that particular circuit on all 
positions. In addition, a dial is provided 
for selecting way-stations on the selective 
circuits, and for dialling on the local rail- 
way and public automatic exchanges. 
Push keys are provided, also, for code- 
calling on the battery-call omnibus lines, 
and the handles of the connecting keys are 
coloured to indicate the various types of 
circuits. 

The desk assemblies are of polished oak, 
with the keyboards placed at the back, 
forming an integral part of the desk. On 
the main suite, a continuous turret runs the 
whole of its length, sloping backwards on 
each side at an angle of 60 deg.; the lower 
part, at desk level, contains the keyboard, 
and the upper part carries glass- fronted 
or fibre-backed panels. The glass-fronted 
panels display a photoprint of the section 
of line under supervision of each section 
controller, and the other panels are used 
for instructions, notices, and so on. 

The suite of desks was assembled as a 
compact unit, and as all keyboards are 


The panel above 


$ position. 


to the polished desk surfaces. Each sec- 
tion controller's position is also fitted with 
a glass-covered well incorporating a graph 
holder on which the position and progress 
of all traffic is recorded. 

Among other operating features which 
have been introduced into the working 
of the new system is the principle that 
all incoming calls to the control are 
answered by the section controller, who, 
when the calls are for any of the specialist 
controllers, must have means of passing 
them to the controller concerned. Several 
methods were considered to achieve this 
purpose, and it was decided ultimately to 
incorporate an intercommunication sys- 
tem connected to all keyboards. At the 
bottom of each keyboard there is a row 
of double-throw lever-type keys, with a 
double lamp indication embracing the 
group of keys. Each position of any key 
is associated with another keyboard, and 
when a key is thrown, it lights the appro- 
priate intercommunication group lamp on 
the corresponding keyboard, the call being 
completed by throwing the key on the 
called keyboard to the required position. 

This intercommunication system is also 
very useful when controllers have to con- 
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sult with each other on traffic matters, 
obviating the necessity of talking across 
the room, which, in older control rooms, 
was a characteristic feature, culminating 
in a general all-round raising of voices 
with the resultant reaction on efficiency. 

The procedure for setting up a call on 
the selective circuits is as follows. The 
required “connect” key is depressed, fol- 
lowed by the dial key. Dial tone must 
be received before dialling is begun. On 
receipt of the tone, two digits are dialled 
corresponding to the called station. These 
digits, being the first and third digits of 
the constant total, are stored until the dial 
key is restored to normal. On the re- 
storation of the dial key, the transmitter 
automatically transmits the three trains of 
impulses at a constant speed which is 
independent of dial speeds, and when the 
way-station bell rings, a ring-back tone is 
received as an assurance that the call has 
been sent correctly. Provision is made on 
the keyboards for sending out either a 
general call or a long ring. The general 
call is used normally, but the long ring 
is useful when calling stations which may 
be slow in giving attention. ; 


Selector Mechanism 
The way-station instruments are fitted 
with a high-resistance selector in which a 
ratchet-driven wheel is positioned to ring 
a particular station under the action of 
reversed battery impulses at a frequency 
of 34 cycles per second. The selector 
relay is wound to a resistance of 21,000 
ohms., and is tuned to 34 c.p.s. by a 
condenser, resulting in a combination prac- 
tically immune from false operation. The 
speech loss due to selectors is, in many 
cases, considerably less than the loss due 
to line leakage, enabling a large number 

of way-stations to be connected. 
_ The complete set of impulses transmitted 
includes a pause of from two to three 
seconds, and it is during this period that 
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the way-station bell rings, after which a 
final impulse restores the selector to its 
normal position. 

To call the control, all that is necessary 
is to remove the hand-microphone, and 
after ascertaining that the line is disen- 
gaged, the calling push is depressed. If 
the call is received, a tone signal is sent 
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fitted on two single-side open-type racks 
of standard patiern, one being the selective 
circuits transmitter rack, and the other the 
miscellaneous circuit rack. The remainder 
of the apparatus consists of one wall-type 
main frame, one keyboard (spare and test 
position), one line test set, and four bat- 
tery chargers. 





Rear view of jack field 


back from the controi. Calling is effected 
by looping the line, using the 50-volt bat- 
tery at the control, and only two primary 
cells are required at each way-station to 
feed the microphone and also ring the 
local bell. The battery-call omnibus in- 
struments are fitted with 5,000-ohm. 
polarised relays with two calling buttons, 
one coloured red to call control and one 
coloured black for working between way- 
stations. 

The telephone equipment room at Edin- 
burgh is situated in a basemeni two floors 
below the control room, there being a 
lack of suitable accommodation adjacent 
to the control room. The apparatus is 


The following are the particulars of the 
batteries in use:— 


Main signalling battery 65 lead-acid 30-amp.hr. cells 
24 


Apparatus battery oy . na 9 * 
Code ringing battery ... 12 ,,  ,, 60 - ee 
Calling lamp battery ... 3 ,, ,, 60 


The calling lamps are fed from the 6- 
volt battery, but the “busy” lamps are 
supplied by 6 volts a.c. direct from the 
mains by means of a transformer, so that 
in the event of a mains failure, only the 
“ busy ” lamp indications are lost. 

The apparatus was supplied by Standard 
Telephones & Cables Limited, New 
Southgate, which firm also installed the 
apparatus and desks at the control. 











Handling Bicycle Traffic in Switzerland* 


Method of stacking cycles in railway vans and on station 
premises with freedom from damage and easy accessibility 


H& Swiss Federal Railways have 
adopted on a considerable scale the 
practice of loading bicycles in passenger 
train vans by hanging them on hooks sus- 
pended from a bar fitted on the inside of 
the van roof. The underlying principles 
of the arrangements and the essential 
features of the equipment can be seen in 
the illustrations reproduced on pages 98 
and 99. 

The van is fitted with two longitudinal 
bars, each extending the length of the van. 
and mounted a few inches below the roof 
and about 1 ft. 6 in. from each side. On 
these two bars are hung a series of hooks, 
each a few inches apart—just sufficient to 
allow the cycles to be hung as near to 
one another as possible without causing 
damage. 

The hooks are free to swing trans- 
versely on the bar. Each hook has two 
prongs, on which the cycle is hung in a 
vertical position by the rim of the front 
wheel. The prongs, and also that part of 
the hook likely to come into contact with 
the wheel of the cycle, are covered with 
leather in order to prevent scratches or 
other damage to the cycle wheel or tyre. 
The spacing of the hooks from the side 


* Reproduced from the Bulletin of the 


Railway Research Service 


Monthly 





of the van is such that the wheels of a 
cycle of normal size are near, or touching, 
the side of the van. Swaying in transit is, 
therefore, less than if the cycles were hung 
along the centre of the van. The arrange- 
ment adopted also enables the maximum 
use to be made of the space available, and 
a central gangway to be kept free for 
the use of the train crew and of passengers 
passing through the van. 

The new arrangements are understood 
to make for much better loading than the 
traditional method of standing cycles on 
the floor of the van, mixed up with the 
other traffic. Parcels traffic and luggage 
still can be loaded on the floor of the van 
in the ordinary way; frequently this latter 
traffic can be stowed in the space beneath 
the cycles, 

The new practice enables more cycles 
to be loaded per van and also ensures a 
much safer transit. Damage in transit, 
especially scratching of the enamel, which 
was so common with the old method of 
loading, has been largely eliminated. The 
arrangements are understood to be giving 
satisfaction both to the railways and the 
public. 

It is also appropriate to recall here that 
the Swiss Federal Railways have adopted 
a somewhat similar arrangement for the 
storage of cycles at certain of the larger 





stations, for instance, at Ziirich Haupt- 
bahnhof. 

A light-metal framework has _ been 
erected in the room, or special space on 
the circulating area, set aside for the 
storage of cycles. This framework sup- 
ports rows of horizontal bars about 6 ft. 
above the ground. The bars are fitted 
with hooks in the same way as the vans 
already described, and the cycles hang in 
rows suspended vertically by their front 
wheels. This arrangement enables the 
maximum number of cycles to be stored 
in the minimum of space, and at the same 
time there is almost no risk of scratching 
or damage. 


Cloakroom Ticket System 


The rows are divided into numbered 
sections, so that it is possible to locate and 
remove any cycle immediately a passenger 
presents his cloakroom ticket. There is 
no question of searching among a mass 
of entangled machines, all of which may 
have to be moved before the one required 
can be located and taken out. A similar 
method of cycle storage has been adopted 
at a number of stations on the French 
National Railways; for instance, at Paris- 
Austerlitz and Orléans. 

It is desired to express appreciation to 
the Swiss Federal Railways for the in- 
formation and photographs which they 
have so kindly made available. Certain 
further details and photographs are avail- 
able at the Railway Research Service, 4, 
Cowley Street, Westminster, S.W.1, for 
consultation if required. 
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Telephones for L.N.E.R. Edinburgh Control 


f the 
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General view of control room, showing assistant controller in foreground, and the specialist controllers. 
The section controllers are at the other side of the main suite of desks 


The section controllers at work, each with a track diagram of his section before him. Train movements 


are plotted graphically 
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Handling Bicycle Traffic in Switzerland 


(See article on page 96) 
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Cycles suspended from roof hooks inside a luggage van, leaving a gangway for 
passengers and staff passing through the train 
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Platform trolley for moving cycles at stations, using the standardised method of overhead hook suspension 
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Handling Bicycle Traffic in Switzerland 


(See article on page 96) 
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Cycle parking area in station concourse 
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Standard type of cycle rack for use at stations 
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New Southern Railway Steamer for Channel Services 


Inaugural Trip of the “ Falaise” on the Southampton-St. Malo run 


F OR the first time since 1940, a direct 

service has been started by the 
Southern Railway between Southampton 
and St. Malo, and for the remainder of 
the summer the new turbine steamer 
Falaise will leave Southampton every 
Monday and Wednesday and St. Malo 
every Tuesday and Thursday, and will 
be engaged on the Channel Islands service 
at week-ends. 

The new vessel, built by William Denny 
& Bros. Limited, Dumbarton, has been 
designed to run on any of the cross- 
Channel routes, and she must be available, 
also, for both day and night work, so that 
in addition to large promenade space. 
sleeping accommodation has been provided 
in 308 berths, many of which are single- 
berth cabins. With an overall length of 


Souihern Railway steamer “ Falaise” on her first trip from Southampton to 


li 
sal 








314 ft., a breadth of 48 ft., and a tonnage 
of 3,710, the new vessel will carry 1,400 
passengers in all. She is the largest vessel 
operating on the Southampton routes, and 
her sleeping accommodation greater than 
any other vessel in these services. The 
journey of 253 miles (London-South- 
ampton-St. Malo) is covered in about 12 
hours. 

The upper passenger decks have been 
arranged on the sheltered deck principle, 
introduced by the Southern Railway some 
years ago and adopted generally on all 
the cross-Channel services since. An im- 
portant departure has been made from 
previous ships, however, as there is less 
space taken up by seating arrangements 
and more promenading space. 

The passengers will not be allowed to 


o 


& 


First class lounge with fluorescent lighting 
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clutter up the decks with baggage, and in 
order to help them get rid of this habit a id 
encourage greater tidiness aboard ship aad 
more freedom for passengers, a_ large 
number of storage alcoves with luggage 
racks has been provided. 

The vessel has a greater beam than is 
usual for cross-Channel steamers. Tis 
has enabled the designers to add an exira 
deck. There is, consequently, a greater 
air of spaciousness, actual as well as 
apparent, which is shown to great ad- 
vantage in the large first class restauraut. 
On the upper decks, the accommodation 
has been equally distributed between first 
and third class passengers, and so far as 
the two adjacent lounges are concerned, 
there seems to be little difference in the 
general arrangement and furnishings. 

One other feature which distinguishes 
the Falaise from all the other ships, with 
the exception of the Isle of Sark, is the 
provision of a Denny Brown stabiliser, 
which, however, based on the wartime ex- 


St. Malo 
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New Southern Railway Steamer for Channel Services 
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First class smoking room and bar 
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Arrangement of passenger and other accommodation 


perience on destroyers and other warships, 
has been considerably improved since it 
was first introduced. The passenger 

amenities include the provision of a radio 
telephone service, which is available on 
passage, and the ventilation arrangements 
include the installation of Thermotank air 
conditioning. Radar also has_ been 
installed. 

Reference to the diagram will show 
that large, spacious Jounges, smokerooms, 
and restaurants are provided fer both first 
and third class passengers, while several 
buffets with large service counters serve 
hot drinks and light refreshments. A 
shop is provided in first and third class 
lounges. All members of the crew are 
accommodated in two-berth cabins. 

The ship is decorated in modern style, 
plastic wall panels being extensively used 


in the lounges in conjunction with 
veneered panels, and fluorescent lighting 
has been adopted for the uppe: deck 


lounges and smokerooms, giving shadow- 
less lighting. Large windows give excellent 
visibility from the covered deck lounge. 
The vessel is driven by two sets of 
Parsons single-reduction geared turbines, 
each driving a bronze propeller, and the 
turbines, which develop 8,500 h.p., are 
supplied with steam at 450 Ib. per sq. in., 
at a temperature of 750° F. Steam is 
generated by two oil-fired Foster Wheeler 
boilers and a spanner boiler provides 
steam for ail hotel services. Turbine- 
driven generators are installed, giving ten 
times the quantity of electricity of the 
older vessels, and these supply power to 
all the deck machinery, engine-room 
auxiliaries, fans, and galley equipment. 
A diesel generator of 200 kW. gives the 
necessary Output for harbour work. 
Owing to heavy war damage at St. Malo, 
the ship cannot proceed to the pre-war 
berth in the dock basin, and so for some 
time it will be necessary to disembark 
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Permanent Way Crossing Bolts 


New type of washer adopted on the 
N.E.R. 


N the assembly of permanent way cross- 
ings, the heads and nuts of the trans- 
verse bolts which hold the various parts 
together must tighten on varying angles of 
seating. Hitherto this has meant using a 
variety of taper washers to suit the differ- 
ent angles of crossings and bolt positions. 
To obviate the necessity for using so 
large a number of different types of 
washer, a universal washer consisting of 





Assembly of bolt and two-part 


universal washer 


two parts having spherical seats has been 
devised by the Chief Engineer’s Depart- 
ment of the L.N.E.R. 

As is shown in one of the illustrations, 
this washer assembly incorporates the ball- 


BALL AND SOCKET 
TYPE OF WASHER 


passengers from an anchorage in the bay; 
this anchorage, fortunately, provides ample 
shelter in all weather conditions. The 
details of the landing arrangements have 
been well worked out and _ operated 
smoothly at the disembarkation after the 
inaugural voyage last week. 

A spacious pontoon has been con- 
oe This is towed alongside, and 
advantage is taken of the large fleet of 
vedettes, carrying about 100 passengers, 
which are a feature of the local ferry 
services between St. Malo, Dinard, and 
adjoining places. 

As a result, although there are limita- 
tions to the type of traffic which can be 
handled at present, the comfort of the 
passengers has been well studied. 

The Southern Railway invited a number 
of guests to the inaugural voyage on 
Monday, July 14, and on arrival at St. 
Malo they were greeted by the Mayors of 

(Continued on page 106) 


of cast iron and the auxiliary washers of 
high-duty steel. The device shown will 
cover l-in-6 and all flatter angles. The 
oblong hole in the main washer accommo- 
dates the square-necked bolt and prevents 





Transverse bolt in use with two-part universal washer 


and-socket principle, and it will be seen 
that the auxiliary washer maintains the 
bolt alignment irrespective of that of the 
main washer, which conforms to the splay 
and tilt of the rails. The main washer is 


it turning when the nut is being tightened. 

This type of washer was introduced ex- 
perimentally on the L.N.E.R. in 1944. 
Trials have proved satisfactory, and its use 
is now being extended. 
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RAILWAY 


PERSONAL 


Lt.-Colonel the Rt. Hon. Viscount 
Massereene & Ferrard, D.S.O., J.P., has 
been appointed Chairman of the Northern 
Counties Committee, L.M.S.R., in suc- 
cession to the late Sir Thomas Somerset. 
Lord Massereene, who has been a mem- 
ber of the N.C.C. since 1919, maintains a 
long family connection with the railway, 


his grandfather, the 10th Viscount 
Massereene & Ferrard, having turned the 
first sod of the Belfast & Ballymena 


Railway in 1845. 





Mr. J. E. T. Stanbra. who retired on 
July 19 from the position of Secretary to 
the Railway Clearing House, entered the 





Mr. J. E. T. Stanbra 


Secretary, Railway Clearing House, 
1939-47 


R.C.H. in 1901, and was appointed to the 
Passenger Accounts Section, Traffic De- 
partment. He was transferred to the Secre- 
tarial Department in. 1902, where he re- 
mained until the end of 1922. His early 
duties in the Secretarial Department in- 
volved dealing with staff matters and those 
appertaining to passenger train travel. 
After a few years he was transferred to 
the Merchandise & Mineral Section of that 
department. In 1905 Mr. Stanbra first 
acted as Secretary to Clearing House com- 
mittees, and, on the appointment of the 
Rates Advisory Committee in 1919 to 
investigate the desirability of revising rail- 
way rates and charges and re-modelling 
the railway classification, he was deputed 
to act as Secretary on behalf of the Clear- 
ing House to a large number of com- 
mittees set up to prepare information and 
data to be placed before the Rates Advi- 
sory Committee and before the Railway 
Rates Tribunal when that body was set 
up under the Railways Act, 1921. In 1923 
Mr. Stanbra was transferred to the General 
Manager’s Office at Euston, L.M.S.R., 
where he specialised in matters arising 
out of the passing of the Railways Act, 
1921, involving attendance at the proceed- 
Ings of the Railway Rates Tribunal and 
the preparation of statistical and other 
information for use of the railway com- 
panies’ witnesses in connection with the 
Preparation of the classification and stan- 
dard charges which came into operation 
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in January, 1928. In July, 1928, he was 
appointed Assistant to the Chief Goods 
Manager, L.M.S.R., one of his duties 
being to act as witness before the Railway 
Rates Tribunal on behalf of the railway 
companies in respect of rates and charges 
matters and, subsequently, agreed charges. 
Mr. Stanbra, therefore, attended most, if 
not all, the sittings of the Rates Advisory 
Committee and of the Railway Rates 
Tribunal, from 1919 until 1939, when he 
was appointed Secretary to the Railway 
Clearing House. On the formation of the 
Road-Rail Conference, Mr. Stanbra was 
appointed Secretary of the Rail Side of 
that conference, a position he has also 
vacated, with the Secretaryship of the 
Clearing House, from July 19. 





Mr. T. J. Lynch 


Appointed Secretary, Railway Clearing 
House 


Mr. T. J. Lynch, A.M.Inst.T., Assistant 
Secretary to the Railway Clearing House, 
who has been appointed Secretary, as 
from July 20, was born at Thirsk, 
Yorkshire, in 1893, and joined the R.C.H. 
in the Mileage Devartment in 1909. After 
service with the Honourable Artillery 
Company from 1914 to 1919 he returned to 
the Clearing House Secretary’s staff and 
later served for periods with the L.N.W.R. 
on traffic allocation schemes and with the 
N.E.R. on duties connected with the rail- 
way amalgamations and the preparation 
of Rates Tribunal evidence. On return 
to the R.C.H. Mr. Lynch was engaged on 
work connected with the revision of rates 
in pursuance of the Railways Act, 1921, 
and acted as Secretary to sub-committees 
of the Goods Managers’ Conference and 
later in a similar capacity for inter- 
national traffic and railway statistics sub- 
committees. In 1934 he was appointed 
Secretary to the Container, Goods Road 
Transport and Goods General Committees, 
and also undertook duties connected with 
the administration of the Railway Freight 
Rebates Fund. In April, 1939, he became 
Chief of the General Section in the Secre- 
tarial Department, dealing with the secre- 
tarial work connected with various con- 
ferences of railway chief officers, includ- 
ing the R.C.H. General Managers’ Confer- 
ence and the Road-Rail Central Confer- 
ence. He was promoted General Assis- 
tant in 1940, and at the same time was 
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appointed Secretary to a joint committee 
of technical and accountancy officers of 
the railway companies and wagon owners 
and repairers, which was set up to report 
to the Ministry of Transport on questions 
arising out of the requisitioning of 
privately-owned wagons. Mr. Lynch was 
also concerned with the setting up of an 
organisation at the R.C.H. for the pay- 
ment of hire compensation and repair 
charges in respect of such wagons. He 
was appointed Head of the Secretarial 
Department in 1944, and Assistant Secre- 
tary in May, 1946, which office he now 
vacates to take up the position of Secre- 
tary. Mr. Lynch has also been appointed 
Joint Secretary (Railways) of the Road- 
Rail Central Conference. 





Mr. F. F. Curtis 


Appointed Architect, Great Western 
Railway 


Mr. Frederick FF. Curtis, D-.Eng., 
A.R.LB.A., who, as recorded in our July 4 
issue, has been appointed Architect to the 
Great Western Railway, was born on 
August 9, 1903. He served for a period 
as Assistant in the Architect’s Office, 
Southern Railway, and, from 1934-36, as 
Assistant in the office of Adams, Holden & 
Pearson, FF.R.I.B.A., Consulting Archi- 
tects to the L.P.T.B. In 1936 he was ap- 
pointed Lecturer in Liverpool University 
School of Architecture, which appoint- 
ment he has held until taking up his duties 
with the G.W.R. In 1940 and 1941 Mr. 
Curtis was with Sir Alexander Gibb & 
Partners on construction of Royal Ord- 
nance factories and hostels for munition 
workers; and during the first half of 1942 
was Deputy to Chief Labour Allocation 
Officer, Ministry of Works. From July, 
1942, to December, 1945, he saw service 
with the Royal Engineers. He served as 
staff officer at G.H.Q., India Command, 
and held the rank of Major at the time 
of his release from the Army. 





Mr. Michael F. Berry has been ap- 
pointed a Director of the Rhodesia 
Railways Trust Limited. 





The Hon. Leo Russell has been ap- 
pointed Director of the British Institute 
of Management. He will probably take 
up the appointment in the early autumn. 
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Mr. A. P. Hunter 


Divisional Operating Manager 
Derby. L.M.S.R 


Appointed 


Mr. A. P. Hunter, Assistant Divisional 
Operating Manager, Crewe. L.M.S.R.. 
who, as recorded in our June 27 issue, has 
been appointed Divisional Operating Man- 
ager, Derby, from October 1, joined the 
L.N.W.R. at Broad Street (Goods Depart- 
ment) in 1909. After being transferred to 
the Passenger Trains Office of the Super- 
intendent of the Line in 1913, Mr. Hunter 
was mobilised with the Artists Rifles and 
went to France in October. 1914. He was 
commissioned in France. as an R.T.O., in 
September, 1915, and at the end of the 
war was serving as a Major on the H.Q. 
staff of the Director of Railway Trans- 
port. He returned to L.N.W.R. service, 
and joined the staff of the District Super- 
intendent, Liverpool. in 1920. After 
various outdoor appointments at Leeds 
and Manchester, he became Assistant Dis- 
trict Controller, Nuneaton. L.M.S.R.. in 
1925. He was appointed District Con- 
troller at Bedford in 1927, at Coalville in 
1928, at Gloucester in 1929, and at Well- 
ingborough later in the same year, and at 
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Mr. G. L. Thornton 


Appointed Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
Leopoldina Railway 
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Mr. C. S. Cobley 


Assistant to Superintendent of Operation, 
Southern Railway, 1944-47 


Birmingham (Western Division) in 1930. 
In 1932 Mr. Hunter was anpointed Divi- 
sional Controller (Passenger Services). 
Crewe, and in 1935 became Divisional 
Freight Controller. He became Acting 
Divisional Superintendent (Traffic) in 
December. 1939, and Assistant Divisional 
Superintendent of Operation, Crewe (since 
re-designated as Assistant Divisional Oper- 
ating Manager), in September, 1944. 


Mr. C. S. Cobley, Assistant to Superin- 
tendent of Operation, Southern Railway, 
who, as recorded in our June 27 issue, has 
retired, joined the L.S.W.R. in 1901, and, 
after gaining experience in general station 
work, was transferred to the Main Line 
District Superintendent's Office at Clapham 
Junction. In 1911 he entered the office of 
the Superintendent of the Line, and dur- 
ing the 1914-18 war was attached to the 
section dealing with naval and military 
traffic. In 1919 he was transferred to the 
Rules & Regulations & Signalling Section, 
and soon after the amalgamation was 








Mr. R. 


Appointed Traffic (Commercial) Superintendent, 
Leopoldina Railway 


W. Allars 
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Mr. P. A. White 


Appointed Assistant to Superintendent 
of Operation, Southern Railway 


appointed Deputy Chief of that section, 
in which capacity he represented the 
Southern Railway on the special com- 
mittee appointed to revise the Railway 
Clearing House Standard Book of Rules 
& Regulations. In 1930 Mr. Cobley was 
appointed Assistant Western Divisional 
Superintendent, and in 1934 was _ trans- 
ferred to the London West Division in a 
similar capacity. He was appointed 
Assistant to Superintendent of Operation 
in September, 1944. 

Mr. P. A, White, who, as recorded in 
our June 27 issue, has been appointed 
Assistant to Superintendent of Operation, 
Southern Railway, joined the S.E.C.R. in 
1919 as a probationer, and entered the 
office of the Superintendent of the Line 
in 1922. On the formation of the Southern 
Railway in 1923 he transferred to the 
Timetable Department in the then Chief 
Operating Superintendent’s Office, and 
subsequently was appointed to the Pas- 
senger Rolling Stock Department in the 
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same office. He was made Assistant to 
Divisional Superintendent, London East, in 
1938, and became Acting Assistant Divi- 
sional Superintendent for that division in 
January, 1942. Mr. White was appointed 
Acting Assistant Divisional Superintendent, 
Western Division, in September, 1943, and 
Assistant Divisional Superintendent for the 
same division in January, 1946. 





Mr. G. L. Thornton, B.Sc.. who has 
been appointed Chief Mechanical Engi- 
neer of the Leopoldina Railway, was born 
on September 23, 1904, and was educated 
at Warrington Grammar School and at 
Manchester University, where he gradu- 
ated as B.Sc. in 1925. He served an 
apprenticeship with Beyer, Peacock & Co. 
Ltd., and subsequently served for two 
years as draughtsman with a firm of motor 
car manufacturers. Mr. Thornton joined 
the Great Western of Brazil Railway in 
1929. He entered the service of the Leo- 
poldina Railway in 1932, and became 
Assistant Chief Mechanical Engineer in 
1942, which post he has vacated on being 
appointed Chief Mechanical Engineer. 





Mr. R. W. Allars, who has been ap- 
pointed Traffic (Commercial) Superinten- 
dent of the Leopoldina Railway, was 
educated at Framlingham College, and 
served with the 28th County of London 
Regiment during the 1914-18 war. He 
joined the Antofagasta (Chili) & Bolivia 
Railway in 1923, and was engaged princi- 
pally on the Bolivian Section in the Traffic 
Department. In 1933 Mr. Allars entered 
the service of the Leonvoldina Railway as 
an Assistant in the Traffic Department. 
He subsequently was transferred to the 
General Manager’s Office, where he studied 
the projected organisation of the Admini- 
strative Staff Départment with a view to 
centralising and co-ordinating all railway 
staff matters, consistent with Brazilian 
social legislation, of which department he 
was appointed Chief in September. 1940. 
Mr. Allars now vacates that post to take 
up his new appointment. 





Mr. Edmundo Siqueira, who has been 
appointed Chief of Staff Department, 
Leopoldina Railway, studied at the clerical 
college Garaca, and afterwards at the 
Catholic University of Saint Maxim Var. 
France, and commenced his career with 
that railway in 1923 as an assistant clerk 
in the Administration. After holding 
various posts, including that of the com- 
pany’s representative on the Federal 
Government Commission for the Inspec- 
tion of Railway Accounts, in which 
capacity he still serves, Mr. Siqueira was 
appointed, in September, 1940. Sub-Chief 
of the Administrative Staff Department. 
In September, 1946, he was appointed 
Chief of the Special Staff Welfare Depart- 
ment created in consequence of the collec- 
tive contract signed between the company 
and its staff, which department has since 
been amalgamated with the Administrative 
Staff Department. He was a member of 
the Committee for Co-ordination of 
Economic Mobilisation, anpointed by the 
Federal Government during the war. 





We regret to record the death, on July 14, 
of Lt.-Colonel William Rennie _Izat, 
D.S.O., R.E. (retired), for many years 
Managing Director of the Bengal & North 


| Western Railway Co. Ltd. and Director & 


Secretary of the Rohilkund & Kumaon 
Railway Co. Ltd. He had been Agent 
of both railways, and in 1926 joined their 
boards, and was appointed Managing 
Director of the Bengal & North Western, 
and Secretary of the Rohilkund & 
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Kumaon, holding those positions until 
1937. He remained a Director of both 
lines until their acquisition by the State 
in 1943, 





Mr. R. A. Loraine has been appointed 
Air Travel Manager to Thos. Cook & 
Son Ltd. 





The late Sir Francis Stanley Jackson, 
who was a Director of Beyer, Peacock & 
Co. Ltd.. left £85,620. 





We regret to record the death on July 19 
of Mr. Leonard William van Someren, 
formerly Traffic Manager, Eastern Bengal 
Railway, who retired in December, 1940. 





On the division of the Government of 
India into two groups, Dr. John Matthai 
has received the portfolio of Transport. 
Railways & Communications for India, and 
Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar that of Com- 
munications. Railways & Transport, as well 
as Of Information, Broadcasting and the 
“States Department.” for Pakistan. 





We regret to record the death of Major 
Hugh A. Henry. who retired from the 
board of the Irish Transport Company, 
on account of ill health, early in 1945. 
Major Henry was a member of the board 
of the Great Southern & Western Railway 
Company from 1912, and he became 
Deputy-Chairman of the Great Southern 
Railways Company in 1925. 





Mr. G. A. Juhlin has resigned his posi- 
tion as Chief Electrical Engineer, Metro- 
politan-Vickers Electrical Co. Ltd., but 
will continue to act in an advisory capacity 
to the Managing Director: he remains a 
Director of the parent company and of the 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Export Co 
Ltd. Dr. C. Dannat: has been appointed 
Chief Electrical Engineer, Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co. Ltd. 





Sir Alan Lascelles, Private Secretary to 
the King, wrote to Mr. F. C. Sturrock, 
South African Minister of Transport, on 
the conclusion of the Royal tour, in the 
following terms:— 

On leaving the White Train, the King has 
commanded me to express to you, as Minister 
of Transport, his sincere appreciation of the 


arrangements made for the security and 
comfort of himself, the Queen, and_ the 
Princesses throughout their long railway 


journey of the past ten weeks. 

The King and Queen have continually felt 
grateful to the engineers, the artisans and 
cthers of the South African Railwavs staff 
who worked on the train to ensure every 
comfort and who so successfully converted 
and decorated certain coaches. Their Majesties 
are no less appreciative of the work of those 
who operated it when running and of those who 
prepared so carefully its immediate surround- 
ings when at rest. In every department of the 
South African Railways, all co-operated to 
make Their Majesties’ journey through the 
Union a pleasant and happy one in every 
way. 

Before leaving England, Their Majesties, as 
you know, insnected the coaches and were 
greatly impressed by the skill and ingenuity with 
which they had been constructed, and by the 
arduous work which the employees of the 
makers, working at high pressure and under 
considerable difficulties, had put into them. 
Now that the White Train has been their home 
for so long, the impression has been fully 
confirmed. 

As it is impossible for Their Majesties and 
Their Royal Highnesses to thank individually 
all those members of the staff of the South 
African Railways who contributed to the suc- 
cess of the tour, I am to ask you if you would 
kindly convey their sincere gratitude to all 
concerned. 
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Mr. Frederick Montague, on whom a 
barony was conferred in the King’s Birth- 
day Honours this year, has taken the style 
and title of Baron Amwell of Islington, in 
the County of London. He was Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Transport, 
1940-41. 





Mr. Sidney H. Bingham, Commissioner, 
Board of Transportation, New York City, 
has arrived on a month’s visit to London 
to study L.P.T.B. methods. 





Mr. T. Coulson Thompson has resigned, 
for reasons of health, his position as 
General Manager of the Taltal Railway, 
and has returned to England. He is suc- 
ceeded by Mr. J. E. Sherwin. 





We regret to record the death on July 16, 
at the age of 61, of Mr. Waldemar Hoff, 
a Director of the European Central Inland 
Transport Organisation and _ formerly 
General Manager of the Norwegian State 
Railways. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway has re- 
established its organisation in Scandinavia, 
and Mr. M. Holmgren has been appointed 
Representative for Scandinavia, with 
headquarters in Copenhagen, the address 
of which, temporarily, will be: Edvard 
Falcksgade No. 5 IV, Copenhagen V. 





Mr. Leslie Gamage (Joint Managing 
Director, General Electric Co. Ltd.) has 
been re-elected Chairman of the British 
Export Trade Research Organisation for 
the ensuing year. Sir Percy Lister (of 
R. A. Lister & Co. Ltd.) is succeeded as 
Deputy-Chairman by Mr. John Ryan (of 
the Metal Box Co. Ltd.). 





G.W.R. APPOINTMENTS 

Mr. E. W. Bratchell, Head of Fares. 
Paicels & Statistical Sections, Chief 
Accountant’s Office, Paddington, to be 
Audit Accountant, Paddington, on the re- 
tirement of Mr. W. H. Anglesey on 
July 25. 

Mr. A. J. Walden, Staff Officer, Chief 
Docks Manager’s Office, Cardiff, to be 
Staff Assistant to Chief Docks Manager, 
Cardiff. _ 

Mr. K. H. Tredinnick, Assistant, Divi- 
sional Engineer’s Office. Wolverhampton, 
to be Assistant, Divisional Engineer’s 
Office, Bristol. 

Mr. J. A. Rymer, Leading Draughtsman, 
Chief Engineer’s Office, Paddington, to be 
Steelwork Assistant, Architect’s Office, 
Paddington. 





Mr. Henry T. Dutfield (Chairman of the 
Road Haulage Association) has been re- 
elected Chairman of the National Road 
Transport Federation, and Colonel Arthur 
Jerrett (President of the Traders Road 
Transport Association) and Mr. F. J. 
Speight (Chairman of the Passenger 
Vehicle Operators Association) have been 
re-elected Vice-Chairmen of the Federa- 
tion. Lord Woolton is President of the 
Federation, and the following are Vice- 
Presidents: Maior H. E. Crawfurd, Mr. 
W. J. Elliott, Sir John Macdonald, Mr. 
J. Paterson, Mr, D. Richardson, and Major 
R. A. B. Smith. A resolution was passed 
at the recent general meeting “that the 
National Road Transport Federation 
places on record its deep appreciation of 
the invaluable services rendered by Mr. 
Henry T. Dutfield in his capacity as 
Chairman of the Federation during a most 
critical period in the history of road trans- 
port, and of his outstanding contribution 
to unity at a time when unity was most 
needed.” 
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Australian & New Zealand Railways Conference 


Before the war, conferences of heads of 
branches of the Australian and New Zeal- 
and Railways were held annually, followed 
at an interval of two or three months by a 
conference of commissioners. During the 
war, through force of circumstances, the 
regular conferences were suspended, and 
meetings were held periodically as 
occasion demanded or circumstances per- 
mitted. 

With the cessation of hostilities, it was 
decided to resume the normal procedure 
of annual conferences, and the 1947 
General (Officers’) Conference was held in 
Perth, Western Australia, at the Western 
Australian University, from June 2 to 9. 
Although these conferences have met for 
over fifty years, with venues in each of the 
other mainland capital cities, this was the 
first occasion on which the conference had 
met in Western nm 

Mr. J. A. Ellis, Commissioner of Rail- 
ways, Western Australia, said in opening 
the conference that he had been suggesting 
for some years that it was no farther from 
Brisbane, Sydney, and Melbourne to 
Perth than it was from Perth to the 
Eastern capitals. The delicate insinuation 
was that he and his officers had frequently 
to travel east, and he thought it about time 
the others came west. He was very glad 
that the opportunity had arisen to give 
them a chance to put the proposition to 
the proof. 


FIRST Post-WaAR MEETING 

It was nine years since the last general 
conference had been held. In that time 
there had been quite a change in the per- 
sonnel, but although there were many new 
members today, it was pleasing to see a 
few to whom a General (Officers’) Con- 
ference was no novelty, and he was quite 
sure that they would contribute much 
guidance and wisdom to the proceedings 
of the conference. 

He was particularly happy to extend a 
special welcome to the New Zealanders, 
Messrs. C. R. Riesop and F. H. McAuley. 
He thought they had all felt that during 
the war they had missed something by los- 


ing contact, at least temporarily, with the 
sister Dominion’s representatives, 

Since their last conference, railways in 
general had undergone a very severe and 
strenuous testing time. On the whole, he 
thought they had come through with fly- 
ing colours, but not without disclosing cer- 
tain weaknesses in the structure, and 
these, together with the more active and 
virile competition of other modes of trans- 
port, made it imperative to seek for 
avenues of increased efficiency. It seemed 
to him that this conference and its neces- 
sary pooling of knowledge would be one 
of the major factors towards that end. 


CONFERENCE AGENDA 

The conference agenda comprised 160 
items, divided into sections under the head- 
ings: Traffic, Locomotives, and Civil 
Engineering. Recommendations were 
made on each subject for consideration by 
the commissioners at the subsequent con- 
ference to be held in September. 

The conference was under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. S. H. Watson, General Traffic 
Manager, South Australian Government 
Railways, in conformity with the system of 
rotating the chairmanship around the 
various systems. The Permanent Secretary 
is Mr. A. J. McAndrew, Public Relations 
Officer, New South Wales Government 
Railways. 


PROGRAMME OF VISITS 

Many of the conference members were 
on their first visit to Western Australia, 
and the Commissioner of Railways 
arranged a programme of outings, includ- 
ing a train tour to the Karri forests in the 
lower south-west, and to the apple grow- 
ing district of Bridgetown. A special train 
comprised of sleeping cars, lounge car, 
dining car, and bath car conveyed the 
party to Pemberton, 216 miles south of 
Perth, where they were shown demonstra- 
tions of tree felling and work at the State 
sawmills. 

The visitors also were the guests of the 
Pemberton Trout Acclimatisation Society 
at a demonstration of egg stripping from 
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mature trout. The next day the party 
visited the apple packing depot of Wes- 
tralian Farmers Co-operative Limited at 
Bridgetown, where demonstrations of apple 
handling and packing were given by ex- 
perts. The itinerary also included a motor 
drive around the beautiful Bridgetown 
district as guests of the local residents. 


New Southern Railway Steamer for 
Channel Services 


(Continued from page 102) 


St. Malo, Dinard, Falaise, and neighbour- 
ing towns. They were conducted round 
the port and had an opportunity of seeing 
the extent of the reconstruction and re- 
habilitation work which has yet to be 
undertaken. 


After that, they went to the temporary 


Casino at St. Malo, where a speech of 
welcome was made by M. Delannoy, 
Mayor of St. Malo, and in a short reply, 
Mr. R. P. Biddle, Docks & Marine 


Manager, Southern Railway, said how im- 
pressed he was with the progress which 
had already been made in repairing the 
devastation and added that it was a great 
pleasure and an encouragement to be 
present on this occasion, when they were 
celebrating the restoration of the regular 
service between Southampton and St. 
Malo. 

The guests were entertained at the 
Grand Hotel, Dinard, to a luncheon given 
by the St. Malo Chamber of Commerce 
and the Town of Dinard. Speeches were 
made by a number of civic dignitaries, at 
which expression was given to the 
significance of the ceremonies as re-estab- 
lishing contacts between France and Eng- 


land. To these sentiments Mr. R. H. 
Hacker, Continental _ Superintendent, 
Southern Railway, replied. 


The guests later had an opportunity of 
visiting some of the surrounding seaside 
resorts. The French guests were enter- 
tained at a vin d'honneur on board the 
Falaise in the evening, and subsequently 
the Falaise sailed for Southampton with 
the first passengers from St. Malo and 
district. 


Australian & New Zealand Railways General (Officers’) Conference, 1947 


P 


Seated (Left to right): A.C. 


Standing (left to right) : 


Australia), C. R. Riesop (New Zealand), C. E. Baird (Tasmania), F. 
L. T. Hickey (Western Australia), T. Munro (New South Wales), C. 
Scott (Western Australia), R. M. Evans (Western Australia), 


G. E. Mullins (Tasmania), H. E. 


Fewtrell (New South Wales), 
wealth Railways), P. J. Hannaberry (Commonwealth Railways), J. 
Chairman of Conference), M. Ridgway (Victoria), M. 


V. J. Hall (Queensland), V. 


A. Remfry (Victoria), 
H. Young (New South Wales). 


F.. Hall (Queensland), E. 
A. Ellis (Western Australia), S. H. Watson (South Australia, 
A. Taylor (Victoria), W. F. Barton (New South Wales), 





Adam (Common- 


A, J. McAndrew (New South Wales, Secretary), C. Reymond (Western Australia), A. A. Shepherd (Western 
Mills (Western Australia), S. J. Hood (Western Australia), 
J. Eivers (Western Australia), H. T. Dale (Tasmania), R. 
A. G. Denniss (New South Wales), F. H. McAuley (New Zealand), 
Walker (Queensland), D. C. Curtis (Western Australia), F. H. Harrison (South Australia), G. H. 


Williams (South Australia), E. J. Watson (South Australia), R. J. Burn (New South Wales), C. A. Robinson (Western Australia) 
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Guests of the Southern Railway on this 
occasion jncluded:— 

Captain Kolb Bernard, D.F.C., French 
Consul, Southampton; Lt.-Colonel P. M. 
Brooke Hitching; H. Denny, W. Denny & 
Bros. Ltd.; G. T. Dunning, Collector of 
Customs and Excise, Southampton; T. H. 
Jones, Superintendent Waterguard: M. 
Lescure, S.N.C.F.; M. Maxwell, Thos. Cook 
& Son; C. G. Morris, Inspector of Immigra- 
tion, Southampton; Sir Eric Studd, Poly- 
technic; B. S. Townroe, Director, Franco- 
British Society; M. Vignon, French National 
Tourist Officer; E. H. Pearne, London Repre- 
sentative, S.N.C.F.; E. Wimble, Workers’ 
Travel Association. 


Southern Railway officials present on 
the inaugural trip were: 


E. W. Belcher, Catering Officer; R. P. 
Biddle, Docks & Marine Manager; H. J. 
Bourn, Passenger Assistant, Continental 


Department; J. P. Campbell, Superintendent 
Marine Engineer, Southampton; Ww. 
Cromwell, Chief Officer for Labour & 
Establishment; K. R. Ellson, Public Relations 
Assistant; F. Gilbert, Deputy Chief Officer 
for Labour & Establisment; C. Grasemann, 


Public Relations & Advertising Officer ; 
R. H. Hacker, Continental Superintendent ; 
J. L. Harrington, General Assistant to 


General Manager; Captain G. F. Jefferies, 
Marine Assistant, Southampton; F. J. Park- 
ington, Chief of Continental Inquiry Office, 
Victoria; C. A. Pritchard, Divisional Marine 
Manager, Southampton; A. C. Streatfield, 
Press Agent; H. A. Venton, Publicity Depart- 
ment. 


First-Aid Work at Paddington 
Station, G.W.R. 


On September 1, 1939, a first aid post 
was opened at Paddington Station, Great 
Western Railway, and divided into two 
sections, one for men and the other for 
women. The posts were manned con- 
tinuously by men and women members of 
the staff who were qualified first-aid 
workers. The arrangements were under 
the supervision of the company’s Chief 
Medical Officer, Dr. H. H. Cavendish 
Fuller, who was in attendance on practi- 
cally all occasions, day or night, when an 
air raid was in progress. The following 
figures show the cases dealt with between 
September 1, 1939, and May 7, 1945:— 


H.M. Forces... ite 7,187 
Members of the public 39,232 
Staff = 7 és 14,191 

60,610 
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In addition to the above casualties 
attended to at the first-aid post, the staff 
dealt with 5,138 stretcher and _ invalid 
chair cases and 1,512 lost children. 

The arrangements were modified last 
year, and there is now one first-aid post, 
which is open continuously except for a 
short period at week-ends, and is staffed 
by four fully-qualified women first-aid 
attendants. The number of cases dealt 
with during 1946 and the first six months 
of 1947 was as under: 


January 

1946 to June, 
1947 
H.M. Forces mee “a ‘ 315 169 
Members of the public 2,151 959 
Staff ; 4 2,484 1,920 
4,950 3,048 


Resignalling at Aberdeen 
Joint Station 

The largest resignalling scheme carried 
out in Scotland since the modernisation, 
in 1933, of St. Enoch Station, Glasgow, 
was completed on April 19-20, when the 
old Denburn South Junction signalbox at 
Aberdeen was closed, and replaced by a 
new box (Aberdeen South), with modern 
signalling and continuous track-circuiting. 

The whole of the signalling at the south 
end of Aberdeen Joint Passenger Station is 
maintained by the L.M.S.R. on behalf of 
the L.M.S. and L.N.E. Joint Committee. 
The old 240-lever frame (105 ft. in length 
and one of the largest of its kind), together 
with much of the other signalling equip- 
ment, was due for renewal, and it was de- 
cided to resignal the whole area controlled 
by Denburn South Junction Box. 

By adopting modern methods and equip- 
ment, it has been possible to bring the 
working within the compass of a 150-lever 
frame of the L.M.S.R. standard type, and 
at the same time to provide additional 
operating facilities, enabling the large and 
increasing volume of traffic at Aberdeen to 
be dealt with expeditiously. 

The new signal box, > brick structure of 
modern design, is 46 ft. shorter, and the 
floor 7 ft. 6 in. lower than the old box. 

By the use of multi-lamp route indi- 
cators, the number of running signals has 
been reduced by one third. Electric signal 
lighting has been provided, and every sig- 
nal is positioned correctly in relation to 
the line to which it applies, resulting in 
greatly improved sighting. 
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Main and sutsidiary signal arms are 
operated by the same lever by means of a 
new type of electrical selector designed by 
the L.M.S.R. Signal & Telegraph Engineer, 
and manufactured at Crewe. The whole 
of the area lying between Ferryhill Junc- 
tion and Aberdeen Centre Box, including 
the five terminal bays, has been track-cir- 
cuited. 

Owing to the complicated nature of the 
layout, difficulties have arisen in the past 
when the normal routes to the various 
platforms were obstructed by the rear por- 
tion of a train standing foul of connections 
to adjacent lines. These difficulties now 
have been overcome by signalling the 
running lines for two-way operation in- 
stead of unidirectional working at the 
station approaches. In addition, use can 
be made of alternative routes between any 
iwo points. 

The new signal box was designed by the 
L.M.S.R. Chief Civil Engineer, Mr. W. K. 
Wallace, and was built under his super- 
vision by a local contractor. The whole 
of the signalling, other than the signal box 
structure, was designed and carried out by 
the Signal and Telegraph Engineer, Mr. 
W. Wood, and his staff. 





G.N.R. (I.) DispLAy aT DUBLIN SHOw. 
—The main item on the stand of the 
Great Northern Railway (Ireland) at the 
Royal Dublin Spring Show consisted of a 
map of that part of Ireland served by the 
company, on which the principal towns 
were represented by electric bulbs. IIlu- 
mination of these was effected by pressing 
one of the six vush-buttons representing 
the main trains from Dublin. Accurate 
information of the destinations and con- 
nections was thus available at a glance, 
and was much appreciated. The tech- 
nical details were designed and con- 
structed by the Electrical Department, 
Locomotive & Carriage Works, Dundalk. 
Operation was effected by means of a 
drum which, when a_ push-button was 
pressed, was rotated by a small electric 
motor, thereby connecting a number of 
circuits to illuminate the required points. 
The map, the work of McConnell’s Adver- 
tising Service Limited, Dublin, was attrac- 
tively mounted under a canopy, and the 
setting completed by photographs loaned 
by the Belfast Telegraph, the Irish Tourist 
Association, and the Irish Youth Hostel 
Association (An Oige). 


G.N.R. (I.) Display at Dublin Spring Show 


are 














The company’s stand, showing route-finding map in background (see paragraph above) 


an ce i 
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Parliamentary Notes 
L.P.T.B. Bill 


The London Passenger Transport Board 
Bill was read a second time in the House 
of Lords on June 23 and committed to a 
committee. On June 25 the House agreed 
that the following form the select com- 
mittee to consider the Bill: Lord Iddes- 
leigh, Lord Dorchester, Lord Sinha, Lord 
Rushcliffe (Chairman), and Lord 
Dukeston. 

The Colne Valley Water Company and 
Romford Corporation have deposited peti- 
tions against the Bill. 


L.N.E.R. and L.M.S.R. Bills 

The London & North Eastern Railway 
Bill was read a second time in the House 
of Lords on June 23 and committed to a 
committee. 

Manchester Corporation 
a petition against the Bill. 

The London Midland & Scottish Rail- 
way Bill was committed to a committee by 
the House of Lords on June 23. 

The House of Lords has appointed the 
following to form the select committee for 
consideration of the L.M.S.R. and the 


has 


deposited 


L.N.E.R. Bills: Lord Kenilworth (Chair- 
man), Lord Monson, Lord Strathcona & 
Mount Royal, Lord Carrick, Lord Ker- 
shaw. 


Questions in Parliament 


Telephones at Railway Stations 

Brigadier R. Rayner (Totnes—C.) on 
July 9 asked the Postmaster-General what 
was the proportion of permanently- 
unusable public telephones at the London 
main-line railway stations. 

Mr. W. Paling (Postmaster-General), in 
a written answer, stated: Eight ner cent. at 
the present time. 


Railway Forms 
Mr G. H. R. Rogers (North Kensing- 
ton—Lab.) on July 9 asked the Minister 


of Transport if he would state the number 
of forms in use as at June 1, 1947, by the 
four main-line railways and the L.P.T.B.., 
respectively, the figures to include all the 
forms under each serial number. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes (Minister of 
port), in a written answer, stated: I regret 
that the collection of this information 
would entail much time and labour which 
I do not feel justified in asking the bodies 
concerned to undertake. 


Trans- 


Liverpool-Birmingham Rail Service 
Mr. W. Keenan (Liverpool, Kirkdale 


Lab.) on July 7 asked the Minister of 
Transport if he would consider the 
restoration of the 10.25 a.m. train from 


Lime Street, Liverpool, to Birmingham. 
as passengers who formerly depended on 
that train had now to travel by the 
10 a.m. or 2.15 p.m. Liverpool to London 
trains and change at Crewe, because over- 
crowding on the Liverpool to London 
trains frequently meant passengers had to 

wait for the following trains to complete 
their journey. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes: A_ through train 
leaves Lime Street at 11.40 a.m. and is due 
at Birmingham at 2.49 p.m. I am in- 
formed that the railway company has no 
evidence that passengers from Liverpool 
have been unable to board a Birmingham 
train at Crewe since the cancellation of 
the 10.25 a.m. train. 


Mr. Keenan: Will the Minister go into 
this matter carefully, because I had ex- 
perience of this train both last Monday 
and today? 
ber of passengers was left. 
mated that, 


Last Monday a large num- 
and it is esti- 
because of this changed posi- 
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tion, between 200 and 300 passenggers 
could not get on to the 10 o'clock train 
from Liverpool and were unable to 
travel? 

Mr. Barnes: If Mr. Keenan sends me 
any particulars which he has I will cer- 
tainly examine them. Sometimes we can 
deal with these problems better than by 
question and answer. 


Season Tickets for Young Persons 

Mr. J. Parker (Dagenham—Lab.) on 
June 30 asked the Minister of Transport 
if he would state the date when the two- 
thirds season tickets on London transport 
would be available for those aged 16 to 18 
years. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes in a written answer 
stated: Yes. Revised arrangements for the 
issue, to passengers between 16 and 18 
years of age, of season tickets for residen- 
tial purposes will be brought into opera- 
tion on the main-line railways and the rail- 
ways of the L.P.T.B. as from August 1, 
1947. Under these arrangements, not only 
will the rate be reduced to two-thirds where 
full rate is now charged, but also half-rate 
will continue to be charged subject to the 
existing qualifications. 


* Devon Belle ” 

Lt.-Colonel D. C. Boles (Wells—C.) on 
July 9 asked the Minister of Transport 
why it had been found necessary at a time 


of severe cuts in train services for the 
public to inaugurate the * Devon Belle ™: 
and what was the comparable seating 
capacity between this special and the 
normal long-distance express of 14 
coaches. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes stated in a written 
answer: The shortage of standard-type 


carriages is handicapping the railways in 
running week-end holiday trains. and Pull- 
man cars which were available have there- 
fore been pressed into service to enable 
this extra train to run. It seats 378 pas- 
sengers; if normal stock had been avail- 
able, it would have seated about 600. 


Dunbar and Drem Train Service 

Mr. J. J. Robertson (Berwick & Had- 
dington—Lab.) on June 30 asked the Mini- 
ster of Transport why the 10 p.m. train 
from Waverley to Kings Cross, and the 
10.15 p.m. train from Kings Cross to 
Waverley, did not now stop at Dunbar and 
Drem, respectively; and if he would re- 
institute the long-established practice of 
these trains s‘opping at Dunbar and Drem 
as formerly. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes stated in a written 
answer: A recent census showed that the 
number of passengers using these stops is 
small, and the railway company considers 
that the increase in journey time caused to 


these important and heavily-loaded_ ex- 
presses by the stops can no longer be 
justified. 


Transport of Coal 

Mr. C. Osborne (Louth—C.) on July 3 
asked the Minister of Fuel & Power why 
he had decided that no Nottinghamshire 
or Derbyshire coal should be delivered to 
Leicestershire; why supplies would be 
30 per cent. outcrop and 70 per cent. 
Leicestershire, neither of which was good 
domestic coal; and why Leicestershire had 
been singled out for that treatment. 

Mr. E. Shinwell (Minister of Fuel & 
Power), in a written answer, stated: The 


flow of coal supplies into any area is 


governed primarily by two factors, avail- 
ability of coal and of transport. Leicester- 
shire is the most natural market for 
Leicestershire coal, and so long as the 
shortage of railway wagons remains acute, 
must continue to be largely supplied from 
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that source. Sfations on the L.N.E.R. 
system in Leicestershire not directly con- 
nected with the Leicestershire coalfields, 
are, however. supplied from the Notting- 
hamshire and Derbyshire coalfields. The 
disposal of opencast coal is also governed 
by the wagon shortage, and distribution 
must, at present, be by road to areas 
within a reasonable radius from the open- 
cast sites. In consequence all merchants’ 
depots, not only in Leicestershire, but in 
the whole of the North Midland Region, 
are required to take approximately 30 per 
cent. of their supplies in the form of open- 
cast coal. 


Staggering of Hours in London 

Mr. W. J. Brown (Rugby—lInd.) on 
July 7 asked the Minister of Transport 
what progress had now been made for the 
staggering of hours in London. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes: Up to the present 
30.000 workers in Central London have 
adjusted their working hours with good 
results. Negotiations are still proceeding 
which, I trust, will result in bringing in a 
much larger number. 

Mr. Brown: Can the Minister give an 
idea what percentage of the total number 
of workers is affected by that figure of 
30,000? 

Mr. Barnes: No. I cannot give the per- 
centage because we cover this problem in 
districts. 

Lt.-Colonel Sir 
Burghs—C.): How 
hour? (laughter). 


Moore (Ayr 
stagger an 


Thomas 
does one 


Railway Staff Resignations 

Mr. David Jones (The Hartlepools— 
Lab.) on July 7 asked the Minister of 
Transport if he would furnish the figures 
of the following grades of railway staffs 
of the main-line companies, appointed and 
unappointed, who had resigned their em- 
ployment since the withdrawal of the 
Essential Work Order, excluding retire- 
ments under age rules or deaths: Foot- 
plate staff and cleaners, locomotive shed 
staff, signalmen, guards, shunters, goods 
cartage staff, goods handling staff, per- 
manent way staff. signal and telegraph 
staff, other conciliation staff, railway work- 
shop staff, clerical staff, and supervisory 
staff. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes, in a written answer, 
stated: Up to April 30 the figures were: 


Footplate staff and cleaners 7,127 
Locomotive shed staff . a wat 2,665 
Signalmen ; ; a ai 890 
Guards axa ak ua 821 
Shunters je hes 1,723 
Goods cartage staff 2,280 
Goods handling staff 7,454 
Permanent way staff 6,110 


Signal and telegraph staff i 3s 585 
Other conciliation staff - << «(ane 


Railway workshop staff 9,971 
Clerical and supervisory staff 6,500 


56,463 


Promotion of Birmingham Signalmen 
Mr. David Jones (The Hartlepools 
Lab.) on June 30 asked the Minister of 
Transport whether he was aware of the 
feeling of disquiet existing among the sig- 
nalmen staff of the G.W.R. in the Birming- 
ham district at the action of the company 
in promoting to higher-rated posts men 
junior in the service and deliberately pass- 
ing over suitable senior men; and whether, 
in view of the danger of an unofficial stop- 
page, he would inquire into the circum- 
stances surrounding the promotion of relief 
signalmen in this district, with particular 
reference to a case of which he was sending 

him particulars. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes, in a written answer, 
stated: This is a responsibility of manage- 
ment and I am not disposed to intervene. 
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The arrangements governing such promo- 
tion are the subject of agreement between 
the railway company and the men’s repre- 
sentatives at the appropriate sectional coun- 
cil. The case to which Mr. Jones refers 
has. | understand, been discussed both at 
that council‘and with the union. 


Cheap Day Fares 

Mr. W. H. Guy (Poplar, South—Lab.) 
on July 14 asked the Minister of Trans- 
port whether any arrangements had yet 
been made for cheap day fares, as carried 
out last year during mid-week to Southend- 
on-Sea commencing with the summer 
school holidays. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes stated in a written 
answer: Cheap day fares on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays between 
populous towns and places within a radius 
of 20 miles or so are still in operation. 
Due to the necessity for saving fuel, no 
day excursions are being run this summer. 


Railways Oil-Fuel Conversion 

Mr. J. Harrison (Nottingham East 
Lab.) on June 18 asked the Minister of 
Transport if he would take steps to per- 
suade the railway companies of the advan- 
tage of using oil boats operating on our 
rivers and the adjacent storing facilities 
for fuel oil, particularly in the area 
served by the River Trent between Hull 
and Nottingham, and so help the progress 
of the conversion of coal-burning loco- 
motives to oil that was at present being 
retarded by the lack of railway oil trucks 
and storage facilities. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes stated in a written 
answer: The progress of conversion is not 
at present being retarded by lack of oil 
tank wagons or storage facilities, but by 
difficulties in obtaining delivery of essen- 
tial equipment for the erection of oil-fuel- 
ling installations at locomotive depots and 
for the conversion of locomotives. 


Passenger Train-Mileage 

Wing-Commander N. J. Hulbert (Stock- 
port—C.) on July 7 asked the Minister of 
Transport by what percentage passenger 
train-miles had been reduced since Janu- 
ary 1. 1947; and whether that reduction 
was primarily due to lack of fuel or 
shortage of manpower. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes: From January | to 
June 14 the average weekly reduction in 
passenger train-mileage. as compared with 
November to December, 1946, was 8-9 
per cent. The reduction was made in 
order to save fuel. 

Wing-Commander Hulbert: Can 
Minister say if this reduction of train- 
mites has seriously affected the public, 
and whether it was included in the party 
programme, “ Let us Face the Future.” 

Mr. Barnes: I agree that this cut in 
passenger services does represent consider- 
able inconvenience to the public. With 
regard to the last part of the question. I 
think that the results of our full policy 
for transport, when developed, will justify 
our programme. 


the 


Transport of Motorcars 

Captain A. R. Blackburn (Birmingham, 
Kings Norton—Lab.) on June 30 asked the 
Minister of Transport what report he had 
received on the temporary suspension of 
certain British exports, including Austin 
motorcars, to Switzerland. as a result of 
transport difficulties. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes stated in a written 
answer: Captain Blackburn no doubt refers 
to a temporary suspension, imposed on 
June 19, of the export of motorcars via 
Newhaven. Early in the year the railway 
company fixed a quota of shipping space 
for export, based on the numbers of cars 
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then being exported, leaving the remaining 
space for tourists’ cars. During May and 
June the number of cars for export by this 
route increased very considerably without 
warning. The situation was aggravated by 
congestion at Dieppe owing to the strike 
on the French railways, and by the fact 
that many cars arrive at the port without 
the relevant shipping documents. On the 
morning of June 20, 108 cars were awaiting 
shipment at Newhaven, of which only 51 
were accompanied by the necessary docu- 
ments. Further bookings of tourist cars 
were at once stopped, but it was necessary 
also to impose a temporary embargo on the 
forwarding of cars for export until June 
27, when the accumulation had been 
cleared. In view of the increased traffic the 
railway company is increasing permanently 
the quota for export cars from Newhaven, 
is endeavouring to arrange additional sail- 
ings from that port, and is exploring the 
possibilities of increasing capacity for the 
traffic through Dover or Folkestone. 
Workmen’s Tickets 

Mr. J. H. Alpass (Thornbury—Lab.) on 
July 7 asked the Minister of Transport 
if he would arrange for workmen’s weekly 
return tickets to be issued to the inspectors 
working on nightshift when they travelled 
from Weston-super-Mare to the Bristol 
Aeroplane Company, Patchway, on the 
G.W.R., seeing that those inspectors were 
not members of the managerial staff but 
worked the same hours and were governed 
by the same rates and conditions as all 
other manual workers. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes, in a written answer. 


stated: The issue of shift workmen’s tickets 
is limited to artisans, mechanics, and 
labourers. Inspectors can be brought 


within the scope of these arrangements if 
they perform only manual work of the 
character performed by artisans and 
mechanics, and are never employed in a 
supervisory or technical capacity. 


Coal-Oil Conversion of Locomotives 

Sir Jocelyn Lucas (Portsmouth South 
C.) on July 10 asked the Minister of 
Transport (1) on how many of the 1,200 
locomotives to be converted to oil burners 
had work been completed; and if he 
would give the number which he expected 
to be converted by October | next or the 
nearest convenient date; and (2) if he 
would state the estimated time taken to 
convert locomotives from coal to oil burn- 
ing; and if he would take all steps to 
expedite this means of saving coal. 

Mr. George Strauss (Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Ministry of Transport), in a 
written answer, stated: Thirty-seven loco- 
motives have so far been equipped for oil 
burning and nine are at present under- 
going conversion. By August 1, 49 will 
have been equipped, but I am not at pre- 
sent in a position to give a firm estimate 
beyond that date. The actual work of 
conversion occupies about 10 days, but 
it cannot be put in hand until the neces- 
sary storage installations are available, 
and these in turn are dependent on de- 
liveries of supplies and equipment. All 
practicable steps are being taken to expe- 
dite the completion of the scheme. 


Sailings to Northern Ireland 

Sir Ronald Ross (Londonderry—C.) on 
June 16 asked the Minister of Transport 
whether he was aware that large numbers 
of Ulster persons, resident in Great 
Britain, were at present unable to secure 
bookings to Northern Ireland for the bank 
holiday period of July 12; and whether 
he would authorise sufficient additional 
sailings to accommodate those who wished 
to travel on that occasion. 
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Mr. Alfred Barnes. I understand that 
except on July 5, sailing tickets for 


Northern Ireland are still available on the 
sailing dates before July 12 by one or 
other of the routes. The London Mid- 
land & Scottish Railway has already pro- 
vided for additional sailings for the Bel- 
fast holiday, and there is no additional 
tonnage available to augment sailings 
further. 

Sir Ronald Ross: Are additional sailings 
available on this bank holiday on the 
same scale as for other bank holidays? 

Mr. Barnes: I could not say “yes” or 
“no” to that question, but I will look 
into the point. 

Mr. Hector Hughes (Aberdeen North— 
Lab.): Is the Minister aware that the con- 
gestion is contributed to by persons desir- 
ing to go to Eire by this indirect route? 
Will he take some steps to obviate the 
oo between Holyhead and Dun 

Laogh: tire? 

Mr. Barnes: It is rather difficult for me 
to tell people which route they should use. 


Indian Government Railway Officers 

Sir Robert Young (Newton—Lab.) on 
July 7 asked the Under-Secretary of State 
for India what would be the position of 
Indian Government railway officers 
who were serving under an agreement 
with the Secretary of State for India 
should they desire, or be asked. to ter- 
minate their contracts when power was 
handed over to a new Indian Government; 
and whether any agreement arrived at 
would apply with equal assurance to those 
European officers who were now serving 
under an agreement with the Governor- 
General in Council. 

Mr. A. Henderson (Under-Secretary of 
State for India): European officers of the 
Indian Railway Service who were ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of State are 
covered by the compensation scheme an- 
nounced by the Prime Minister on April 
30. As regards those European officers 
who were appointed by the Governor- 
General in Council, 1 would refer Sir 
Robert Young to the reply I gave to Sir 


Waldron Smithers (Orpington—C.) on 
June 23. 

Railways in Rhodesia 

Mr. Walter Fletcher (Bury—C.) on 


July 3 asked the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies what arrangements would be 
made to ensure that the interests of rail- 

way users in Northern Rhodesia were 
safeguarded now that the Rhodesian rail- 

ways were being acquired by the Govern- 
ment of Rhodesia; and whether any finan- 
cial guarantees in connection with the 
purchase and maintenance of the railway 
had been given to the Government of 
Southern Rhodesia by the Government of 
Northern Rhodesia. 

Mr. A. Creech Jones (Secretary of State 
for the Colonies), in a written answer, 
stated: These railways have been acquired 
by the Southern Rhodesia Government, 
which has agreed to introduce at the 
earliest possible date legislation vesting all 
the assets acquired in a statutory body, 
which will then become the legal owner 
of the railways and responsible for their 
operation, The members of that body 
would be appointed by, and in matters of 
major policy would be subject to the 
direction of, a higher authority on which 
the Governments of Southern Rhodesia, 
Northern Rhodesia, and the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate would be represented. The 
financial commitments of the statutory 
body would be guaranteed by the three 
Governments in the proportions of 75, 20, 
and 5 per cent., respectively. 
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Notes and News 


G.W.R. Dividend Announcement.—The 
directors of the Great Western Railway 
Company on July 18 declared an interim 
dividend of 2 per cent., for the half-year 
ended June 30, on the consolidated ordi- 
nary stock. The dividend warrants will be 
posted on or about August 19. 


Senior and Junior Assistants Required. 
—Senior and junior assistants, experienced 
in design and able to undertake surveys 
and the preparation of detailed working 


drawings, calculations, estimates, and 
specifications, are required for work in 
London. See Official Notices on page 
111. 


Engine Naming Ceremony in Germany. 
—There was a ceremony at Detmold, Ger- 
many, on June 5, when General Sir Guy 
C. Williams, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., Chief 
Royal Engineer, unveiled a plaque on an 

‘ Austerity ” locomotive bearing his name. 
General Williams was accompanied by 
Major General Sir Donald McMullen. 
K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., Transport Division, 
Control Commission for Germany, Briga- 
dier W. M. Broomhall, D.S.O., O.B.E.. 
Chief Engineer, B.A.O.R., Brigadier LI. 
Wansbrough-Jones, C.B., C.B.E., D.Q.M.G. 
of B.A.O.R.. and Colonel J. H. Anderson, 
D.D.Tn., B.A.O.R. Officers and men from 
R.E. railway units were present. During 
the day, General Williams inspected 348 
Rly. Op. Sqdn., R.E., which was formerly 
153 Rly. Op. Coy., R.E., undergoing a 
course of training on the line of the Det- 
mold Military Railway and in the signal 
school, and also detachments from 3 Rly. 
Op. Group, 164 Rly.- Op. Sqdn., 2 Rly. 
Constr. and Main. Group, and 8 Rly. 
Constr. Sqdn. After the unveiling cere- 
mony, General Williams drove the engine 


Engine Naming Ceremony in Germany 


General Sir Guy 





Williams (centre) with Major 
General Sir Donald McMullen (left) and Brigadier 
W. M. Broomhall (right) at Detmold 
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and a special coach from Detmold to 
Herford, where he saw 10 Rly. Mobile 
Workshop Coy. at work on repairs in the 
locomotive shed. 


Superintendent of the Line Required.— 
A superintendent of the line, age 40 to 
45, is required by the Government of 
Palestine for the railway department. 
Candidates must have had experience in 
traffic operation, particularly in intensive 


seasonal traffics and port clearance. See 
Official Notices on page 111. 
Fire in L.M.S.R. Express.—When the 


12.5 p.m. L.M.S.R. express from Euston 
to Liverpool was travelling between Blis- 
worth and Weedon on July 16, flame and 
sparks were seen to be coming from the 
two leading coaches by the signalman at 
Gayton Loop box. He informed Ban- 
bury Lane box, where the train was 
stopped. Some passengers in the vehicles 
affected broke windows in order to get 
out, and three of them were cut by glass. 


Uruguay Northern Moratorium’ Ex- 
tended.—The committee appointed under 
the moratorium scheme sanctioned by the 
stockholders on July 27, 1943, has re- 
solved to extend the moratorium of in- 
terest on the 5 per cent. prior lien deben- 
ture stock for one further vear to July 31, 
1948. In agreement with the committee, 
it has been decided to make a payment 
of one year’s arrears of interest in respect 
of the period ended January 31, 1939. 
The stock registers will be closed until 
July 31, on which date the warrants for 
this interest will be posted. 


Stockholm Management Congress.— 
There was a large and representative dele- 
gation from Great Britain at the eighth 
International Management Congress at 
Stockholm from July 3 to July 8. The 
seventh congress was 
held at Washington in 
1938 and the sixth in 
London in 1935. The 
organisation of British 
participation was in the 
hands of the British 
Management Council, 
which represents some 
30. ~—s institutions and 
societies, and both the 
Board of Trade and the 
recently formed British 
Institute of Manage- 
ment were closely asso- 
ciated in the work. 
The programme of the 
congress was concerned 
with the human as well 
as material aspects, 
problems discussed in- 
cluding public and busi- 
ness administration, 
personnel training, edu- 
cation for management, 
management technique. 
quality control, distri- 
bution, etc., and some 
30 per cent. of the dele- 
gates were company 
directors or _ general 
managers and 30 per 
cent. departmental 
executives, the remain- 
ing 40 per cent. being 
made up of manage- 
ment consultants, 
accountants. and repre- 
sentatives of public 
bodies. The British 
delegation numbered 
about 150, and it was 
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led by Lord Leverhulme. It is proposed to 
publish the papers read at the congress, 
together with the proceedings, in the 
autumn. for which application should be 
made to the Secretary, British Manage- 
ment Council, 15, George Street, London, 
E.C.4. 


John Baker & Bessemer Limited.— 
dividend of 15 per cent., the same as in 
the preceding year, has been declared on 
the ordinary capital of John Baker & 
Bessemer Limited. 








British and Irish Railway 


Stocks and Shares 
Prices 
ie) $e 
Stocks as ro July 
=~ § Rise 
1947 Fall 
G.W.R. 
Cons. Ord. ... ooo| 614 544 554 5 
5% Con. Pref. -| 1264 | 107 | 118} 1 
5% Red. Pref. (1950) 1064 1024 100; — |! 
5% Rt. Charge 1404 1224 1304 I 
5% Cons. Guar. 1374 1184 1294 | 
, Deb. eae . 1295 106 120 | 
44%, Deb. ‘ 1294 107 1204 t 
44 Deb. 1304 114 1214 
5% Deb. 1424 125 1314 2 
24% Deb. 954 Bit 894 
L.M.S.R. 
ri ees 304 | 264 | 274 t 
4% Pref. (1923) 64 524 57+ - | 
4% Pref. . 86 75+ 784 I} 
5% Red. Pref. (1988) 1054 97 96+ 2 
4°, —- daa . 1084 100 100 | 
4% Deb . 120 103 110 — I} 
5% Red. Deb. (1952) 1084 1054 1014 | 
L.N.E.R. 
5% Pref. Ord. eee 7 5 6+ ; 
Def. Ord. ; eos 34 24 34 
4% First Pref. | 2 504 52ixd 2 
4% Second Pref. -| 2 254 264xd | 
5% Red. Pref. (1955) 104 97 954xd — 3 
4% First Guar. --| 107 98 98ixd — If 
4% Second Guar. 101 90 92ixd — If 
3% Deb ' 104 875 96txd— 4 
4% Deb. 1194 1024 110 14 
44% Sinking Fund 
Red. 1074 1Oly 1004 
SOUTHERN 
Pref. Ord. ... 794 70 7i4 
Def. Ord. 24 194 224 4 
5% Pref. me ese] 1254 107 1174 1 
5% Red. Pref. (1964) 1154 1064 1084 
5% Guar. Pref. we | 137$ | 19 1294 I 
5% Red. Guar. Pref. 

(1957) | 1I5$ | 107}. 1084 = 
4% Deb. osc) fe 1054 120 | 
5% Deb. sie occ] See 1254 1314 
4% Red. Deb. (1962- 

67) ... om oe | UNS 1044 1064 
4% Red. Deb. (1970- 

80)... see oe | PIS$ | 104k | LOTS 

FORTH BRIDGE 
4% Deb. ... . 109 | 103 1004 
4% Guar. 105 102 974- 

L.P.T.B. 
4, ‘°A” , one] 0338 1204 1234 | 

mA” .| 1424 1304 1324 — I 
3%, Guar, (1967- 7). . 108 984 103 ! 
5% 8’ . 1284 1174 1194 
wen as ous] OR | SSE | OS 

MERSEY 

PE. oss ~~ 34 30 324 \- 1 
3% Perp. Pref. 76 69 | FOF - 
4°, Perp. Deb. 1174 | 103 | 109xd, - 
3% Perp. Deb. 98 8! 90}xd — | 

IRELAND* 

BELFAST & C.D. 

Grd... ‘is 8t 6 74 

G. NORTHERN 
Ord. ... ier ca) Sn 304 29 \+ 3 
Pref. ... ie cco] O38 52 46 — It 
Guar.... 974 784 83 -2 
Deb. ... 107 974 984 — 
IRISH TRANSPORT 
Common avi .| 19/24 | 16/9 14/4 \-— -9 
3% Deb ss ous) 100 101 -— 4 


* Latest available quotation 
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4d be Crown Agents for the Colonies 
lage- id APPLICATIONS from qualified candidates are 
don 4 invited for the following post:— 


Superintendent of the Line required by the Gov- 
ernment of Palestine for the Railway Department for 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


OFFICIAL NOTICES 


R FQUIRED for Work in London: Assistants 

(Senior and Junior) experienced in design and 
able to undertake surveys and the preparations of 
detailed working drawings, calculations, estimates, and 
specifications. Engagement on a temporary basis at 
a salary of up to £12 per week, according to quali- 
Applications, stating age, 





111 


Crown Agents for the Colonies 


APPLICATIONS from qualified candidates are 
invited for the following post :— 

_ EXECUTIVE ENGINEER required by the Iraqi 

State Railways for three years in the first instance 

Salary between I.D. 100 and I.D. 








three years, with prospect of permanency. Salary fications and experience. — } : 1 : .D. _110 a month, 
= ¢pj.i00 a year plus expatriation allowance of £P200 experience, etc., with copies of recent testimonials, to according to qualifications and experience, plus high 
a a year and cost-of living allowance of £P17.300 mils Box 145, The Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, cost-of-living allowance of I.D. 24 a month (I.D. 1 
AS in a month for a single man and between £P18.424 mils | Westminster, London. S.W.1. = £1). Free passages. Provident fund. Candidates 
don fh at 0 ee eC ee ee es 
> 1 number of children & , - Rage on Pe NTERNATIONAL RAILWAY ASSOCIATIONS. . oe , - , eeree, 
er & passages. a. aged 40 to 45, —_ have had I Notes on the work of the various associations yo Page ng | ig genes oe experience. 
expericnce in = ic a = inten- concerned with International traffic, principally on the 4 = ie vi . ye a, married 
sive seasonal traffics and port clearance. They must fEyropean Continent. 2s. By post 2s. 2d. wa pry pled jane: ascige rah peng ay and 
———- } have good organising ability oe ——— — yout cae an ae -~, ee, eae ae 
nd be able to exercise tact an iscretion in deal- - by e ‘OLONIES, . 1 nk, ondon, 
ing with problems arising in the different countries in as og ae ae a oe io S.W.1, quoting M/N/12852 on both letter and 

Nay which eo of me —— age Soh C gaa study the question from the point of view of prac- °=V¢!0Pe- 
and in handling staff o ifferen ationalities. ; ne : : — - arene shat aca ss . 
knowledge of international working agreements gov- —/. re "ae a a Sa THE RAILWAY SYSTEM OF JAMAICA. | A 
erning rating and rolling stock control an advantage. : : . __ general description of the system and its traffics, 
Apply at once by letter, stating age, whether married : eanwe: ; ; : 5 with an account of economic problems; the motive 
or single, and full particulars of qualifications and ‘THE CORONATION SCOT. New 4-6-2 locomo- power used; and some features of operation. By 
es experience, and mentioning this paper, to the CROWN / tive and 9-coach trains built specially for work- H. R. Fox, B.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., General Manager, 
AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES, 4, Millbank, London, ing the L.M.S.R accelerated 64-hour express service. Jamaica Government Railway. Reprinted from The 
$.W.1, quoting M/N/17843 on both letter and Paper. 12 in. by 9 in. 16 pp. Folding plate. Jllus- Railway Gazette, January 5 and 12, 1945. Price 1s 
envelope. trations and diagrams. 3s. By post 3s. 2d. Post free 1s. 2d. ; 

Rise 
Fall 

No L.N.E.R. Restaurant Cars on August it now was necessary to obtain the consent The warrants in respect of the dividends 
$ Bank Holiday.—The L.N.E.R. has decided of many interests. They wondered some- on the guaranteed, preference, and ordi- 


; to give the maximum bossible _ seating 
- | capacity on its main-line trains during the 
\ period Friday, August 1, to Tuesday, 
7 August 5, inclusive, by withdrawing all 
restaurant and buffet car services, with the 
2 exception of those run on Continental 
boat trains between Liverpool Street and 
Harwich. and on local services in Scotland. 
Nitrate Railways Dividend.—The 
i directors of the Nitrate Railways Co. Ltd. 
have declared a dividend on the ordinary 
and preferred converted ordinary shares of 
14 per cent. (2s. 6d. per share), less in- 
come tax at 9s, in the £, for the year ended 
December 31, 1946. The annual general 
meeting of the company will be held at 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, Lon- 
don, E.C.2, on July 28, at 3 p.m. 


Display of Engineering Products.—A 
representative display of the products of 
Tangyes Limited, Birmingham, will be 
shown at the Engineering & Marine Exhi- 
bition at Olympia, London, from August 
28 to September 13. including two vertical 
4 diesel engines of 20 and 60 b.h.p. capa- 
| city, respectively, and one 42-b.h.p. hori- 
zontal diesel. Other exhibits will include 
two “AR”-type centrifugal pumps and a 
a horizontal Duplex boiler feeder. There 

will also be on view various types of 
hand pumps, presses, lifting jacks, etc., 
a and a selection of factory heating stoves, 


L.N.E.R. Forth Bridge Train Services. 

The major repair work which has been 
© in progress on the Forth Bridge will cease 
at an early date, and as from July 20 a 
number of alterations has been made to 
the Sunday train service from Edinburgh 
Waverley to Fife and the North. The 4.30 
tam, and 7.35 a.m. Edinburgh Waverley 
' to Aberdeen, and the 7.50 a.m. Edinburgh 
' Waverley to Perth, which had _ been 
) diverted via Alloa during the work of re- 
) pair, now run via the Forth Bridge, and a 
) number of trains introduced to give con- 
/ nections have been withdrawn from the 
same date. 


Colvilles WLimited—Sir John 
hairman of Colvilles Limited, 
| speech at the company’s ordinary general 
© meeting, made a comparison between the 
business procedure of past years and that 
» Necessary in the present era of planning. 
+ In former days, he said, having reached a 
> decision to increase production such as 
} that arrived at recently by the British 
Iron & Steel Federation, they would have 
proceeded with their scheme forthwith. 
| Today that was no longer possible, and 
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times whether in this process the con- 
sumers of steel in this country, who were 
suffering so severely from a lack of steel 
supplies, were not being asked to sacrifice 
too much in the interests of a planning 
policy which concentrated on the long- 
term aspect and forgot immediate neces- 
sities. There was great uncertainty 
throughout the industry in view of Govern- 
ment policy regarding the steel trade. In 
their view any decision to nationalise a 
complex industry like the steel industry 
could not be otherwise than damaging to 
the national economy. 


Derailment near Polesworth, L.M.S.R.— 
The 8.30 a.m. Euston to Liverpool and 
Manchester express was derailed while 
travelling at speed in a cutting at Gren- 
don. half-a-mile south of Polesworth 
Station, on July 21. All but two of the 
16 coaches left the rails, and the loco- 
motive and the first nine vehicles over- 
turned Four passengers were killed in 
the accident, a fifth died later in hospital, 
and 30 were injured. All four lines were 
blocked by the derailment. Two were re- 
opened at 6 p.m. on July 22, and the re- 
maining pair shortly after 10 p.m. the 
same night, 


Belgian Railwaymen’s Visit.—A party of 
Belgian railway employees was greeted at 
Victoria Station on July 18 by Mr. L. 
Perring, of the Commercial Superinten- 
dent’s Office, Waterloo. Mr. Perring, the 
Continental Secretary of the Railway Em- 
ployees Privilege Ticket Association, was 
responsible for making arrangements for 
the visit; the Belgian party of the Associa- 
tion Touristique des Cheminots Belges. 
was under the leadership of M. de Kimpe, 
Brussels. 


L.M.S.R. Dividends.—At the meeting of 
the board of the L.M.S.R. on July 17, it 
was decided to make interim dividend pay- 
ments on the 4 per cent. guaranteed stock, 
the 4 per cent. preference stock, and the 
4 per cent. preference stock (1923) at £2 per 
cent. actual, less tax. In February last the 
board, because of various uncertainties in 
the Transport Bill, in declaring a dividend 
of £2 15s. ver cent. on the ordinary stock, 
treated this as an interim payment for 
the two years 1946 and 1947 regarded as 
one. In the circumstances, including the 
uncertainty as to when the final dividends 
to December 31, 1947, can be paid, the 
directors have also decided to declare an 
interim dividend of £1 10s. per cent. 
actual on the ordinary stock, less tax. 


nary stocks will be posted on August 19. 
White Pass & Yukon Debentures.—In 
consequence of certain views that have 
been circulated regarding a rise in price 
of the company’s income debenture stock. 
the board of the White Pass & Yukon 
Railway Co. Ltd. points out that, while 
engaged on a scheme involving a mora- 
torium to operate until the date that the 
consolidated and income debenture stocks 
are due for redemption, the directors are 
not in possession of any information which 
would justify the rise in the price of the 
income debentures. The board hopes that 
details of the proposals will be circulated 
to stockholders at the end of this month. 


York Railway Museum Reopened.—Sir 
Ronald W. Matthews, Chairman of the 
L.N.E.R., performed the re-opening cere- 
mony at the York Railway Museum on 
July 18, all the exhibits which had been 
dispersed during the war now having been 
returned. Sir Ronald Matthews said that 
before the war one occasionally met people 
who regarded the railways as obsolete and 
aS museum pieces themselves. The war 
years showed them pretty conclusively that 
they were completely mistaken and that 
our whole economic structure still depended 
on efficient railway transport. 

Institution of Civil Engineers.—The first 
post-war summer meeting of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers was held at New- 
castle-on-Tyne, on July 3 and 4, and was 
attended by some 100 members and 
students and their ladies. An official 
welcome Was given to the meeting by the 
Lord Mayor and the Rector of King’s 
College (Lord Eustace Percy) on July 3. 
and was followed by a technical session. 
when papers on the “History and De- 
velopment of the Tyne,” by Mr. R. F. 
Hindmarsh, T.D.. M.IL-C.E., and “The 
Engineer’s Place in the Community,” by 
Mr. A Floyd, C.B.E., B.Sc., M.LC.E., 
were read and discussed. In the afternoon 
the party split up for various visits of 
inspection, and in the evening a dinner 
was held at the Royal Station Hotel, the 
reception being by the President of the 
Institution (Sir William Halcrow) and the 
Chairman of the Institution’s Newcastle 
& District Association, Mr. Percy Parr 
(City Engineer, Newcastle). The next dav 
was devoted to whole-day visits to works 
and places of interest, and the meeting 
concluded with a civic reception, when the 
Lord Mayor of Newcastle entertained the 
company to tea. 
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Because of holiday influences which are 
now more in evidence, the uncertainty aris- 
ing from the latest international develop- 
ments, and a renewed setback in British 
Funds earlier in the week, stock markets 
displayed a reactionary trend. This was 
due more to absence of demand than to 
selling, which in most sections appeared to 
be very light. In the circumstances and the 
many unknown factors, it is hardly sur- 
prising that buyers are adopting a waiting 
attitude. The results of the Southern 
Rhodesia and Steel Company of Wales 
issues had an adverse effect on sentiment 
and contributed partly to the reaction in 
British Funds, although it was apparent 
that yield considerations were bringing in 
buyers for Steel Company of Wales de- 
bentures, which are still $ discount, but are 
generally expected to strengthen to par in 
the near future. 

In dull stock markets a hardening ten- 
dency in iron and steel shares was a 
feature to attract attention. Reference has 
been made on previous occasions to the 
substantial yields offered by leading iron 
and steel shares and to the belief that 
nationalisation uncertainties have had an 
unduly adverse effect on share prices, which 
in many instances would seem to be below 
levels that would be justified by a fair 
compensation basis. In recent months there 
does not appear to have been much selling 
of iron and steel shares, but with buying 
interest on a very limited scale, prices 
naturally have drooped. Iron and steels 
have suffered from the fact that securities 
of companies under the shadow of nation- 
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Railway Stock Market 


recent outburst of buying inspired by a 
desire to “get in” before the doubled 
stamp duty became operative, home rails 
have received very little attention from the 
general body of investors this year. More- 
over, the interim dividends have failed to 
revive interest in home rail stocks, although 
prices are still attractive bearing in mind 
the extent to which they are below the 
take-over levels and the fact that final divi- 
dends in respect of 1947 will be forthcom- 
ing at a later date. 

There is still considerable uncertainty as 
to the likely amount of these final pay- 
ments. In declaring an interim dividend 
of 14 per cent. on L.M.S.R. ordinary, which 
had not been generally expected, the direc- 
tors referred to the uncertainty as to when 
the final dividend for 1947 can be paid. As 
has been mentioned in these notes before, 
it is believed in some quarters that they 
may include some pleasant surprises. In 
any case, it can be taken for granted that 
the directors will do their best for stock- 
holders in this respect and that before long 
it may be possible to obtain a clearer view 
of the implications of the Transport Bill 
provisions as to final dividend payments in 
respect of the financial period before the 
nationalisation “ take-over.” 

While recognising that in existing cir- 
cumstances and the protection afforded by 
the “take-over” prices, home railway 
stocks must continue to be regarded as a 
hedge against any possible heavy fall in 
British Funds, there appears to be a ten- 
dency to proceed cautiously until it is pos- 
sible to obtain a clearer view of the likely 
trend of gilt-edged stocks in the early part 
of next year. At the moment the position 
is too complicated to form any very de- 
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finite opinion, because much will depend 
on the extent and rapidity with which 
American aid can be provided for Europe 
and also on political and other develop. 
ments at home. Nevertheless, there is a 
growing belief that the Government would 
be in honour bound either to prevent any 
very heavy fall in gilt-edged stocks, which 
would in the early stages have a very pro- 
nounced effect on British Transport stock, 
or to make the interest rate on British 
Transport stock 3 per cent. 

With the first of the Argentine railway 
meetings called for Thursday to consider 
the “take-over” scheme, Argentine rails 
were fairly steady earlier in the week, 
although debenture stocks came in for 
scattered selling and showed losses of a 
point. Uruguayan railway stocks have not 
held best levels, but were again higher on 
balance, on hopeful take-over assumptions 
now that the way is left open for a British 
mission to go to the Republic. Gains 
ranged up to 20 points, Midland Uruguay 
5 per cent. debentures being marked up 50 
Central Uruguay ordinary was 24 and the 
second debentures 684. White Pass & 
Yukon debentures were marked back 
sharply after the board’s statement (see 
page 111); the 6 per cent. income stock 
was 40 nominal. 


De La RuE DIVIDEND INCREASED.—A 
final ordinary dividend of 40 per cent 
making 50 per cent. for the year, has been 
declared by Thomas De La Rue & Co 
Ltd. The dividend last year was 45 per 
cent. Profit for the year to March 29 last 
was £423.952. comparing with £452,570 in 
1945-46. 


Traffic Table and Stock Prices of Overseas and Foreign Railways 


alisation are not popular with investors 
generally. 
For a similar reason, apart from the 
Railways Miles Week 
open ended 
/ Antofagasta 834 13.7.47 
Arg. N.E 753 12.7.47 
Bolivar 174 June, 1947 
Brazil ... 
B.A. Pacific x osah ae 77\ 12.7.47 
B.A.G.S. — = ... 5,080 12.7.47 
B.A. Western... 1,924 12.7.47 
Cent. Argentine 3,700 12.7.47 
$ Do. 
= | Cent. Uruguay 970 12.7.47 
£ | Costa Rica » vee) 262 | Apr., 1947 
< | Dorada ja oe wi 70 = June, 1947 
= | Entre Rios... Sd 808 12.7.47 
5, G.W. of Brazil 1,030 12.7.47 
§ \ Inter. Cel. Amer. 794 May, 1947 
VU | La Guaira 222 . June, 1947 
ow | Leopoldina 1,918 12.7.47 
cc | Mexican 483 31.5.47 
S | Midland Uruguay 319 , June, 1947 
& | Nitrate 382 15.7.47 
N.W. of Uruguay 113 June, 1947 
Paraguay Cent. 274 11.7.47 
Peru Corp. 1,059 June, 1947 
Salvador 100 Apr., 1947 
San Paulo 1534 
Taltal ... R 156 June, 1947 
United of Havana 1,301 5.7.47 
. Uruguay Northern ... o 73 June, 1947 
« 
3 { Canadian National 23,535 | May, 1947 
5 Canadian Pacific 17,037 14.7.47 
Barsi Lightt 202 June, 1947 
Beira 204 = Apr., 1947 
w | Egyptian Delta. 607 10.6.47 
3 | Manila vs 
| Mid. of W. Australia 277 May, 1947 
S } Nigeria im 1,900 May, 1947 
Rhodesia 2,445 May, 1947 
South African 13,323 14.6.47 
\ Victoria 4,774 Mar., 1947 


Trafficfor week % Aggregate traffics to date Prices 
co 
> Totals anenee ae 
Inc.ordec. 6 Increase or eos | ve S 
Total compared) = ¢ 1946/7 1945 decrease Stock cha so zo 
this year Wich 1945/46 2 , ~— = |= }j§ 
£ £ £ £ £ 
44,400 3,140 28 1,111,210 899,150 212,060 Ord. Stk. a 104 124 
ps.313,900 ps. 3,100 2 ps.494,700 ps.568,000 ps.73,300 = 17 5 i 
$109,985 $16,762 26 $674,863 $652,358 | 4 $22,505 6p.c.Deb. 64 5316} 
— - Bonds 30 26 32} 
ps.2,425,000 -+ps.175,000 2 _ ps.3,825,000 ps. 4,238,000 ps.413,000 Ord. Stk. 84 S$ ll 
ps.3,284,000 ps.63,000 2 ps.5,893,000 _ps.6,642,000 ps.749,000 Ord. Stk. 16 104) 17} 
ps.1,314,000 +ps.149,000 2 ps.2,338,000  ps.2,248,000 ps.90,000 ms 19 9+ 23 
ps.3,102,300 ps.61,415 2. ps.5, 387, 500 ps.5,997,715 ps.610,215 ‘i 104 4 185 
Dfd. 6 44 14 
36,649 1,233 pf 62,983 72,260 - 9,277 Ord. Stk. 84 34 23; 
33,865 83 44 286,765 286,820 - 55 Stk. 15 12 It 
29,200 6,400 26 179,800 186,275 - 6,475 | Mt Deb. 1024 994 108 
ps.419,600 ps.7,000 2 ps.697,200 ps.765,500 ps. 68,300 Ord. Stk. 9 54 I 
26,600 2,500 28 903,600 785,400 | + 118,200 Ord. Stk. 26/6  20/- 3 
$1,150,433 $174,294 21 $5,900,779 $4,854,614 + $1,046,165 - - a 
$111,621 $1,934 26 $684,382 $693,542 - $9,160 Sp.c.Deb. 70 58 84 
68,357 7,837 28 1,792,516 1,554,273 + 238,243 Ord. Stk. 5 34 12 
ps. 1,464,000 ps.459,100 22  ps.7,706,200 _— ps. 13,441,600 + ps.5,220,000 Ord. Stk. 12 3 } 
17,386 — 2.008 | 52 203,575 224,254 | — 20,679 - - ~ - 
11,900 3,245 28 126,200 119,287 , + 6,913 Ord.Sh. 83/9 71/3 82/6 
5,359 304 52 67,160 66,419 +4 74I - - _ - 
@51,634 — $6,726 2 @79,629 G108,559 @28,930 Pr.Li.Stk.| 78; 60 41} 
148,249 10,696 52 1,825,220 1,675,574 | + 149,646 Pref. 164 82 10 
c145,000 c6,300 44 cl ,483,000 c1,393,700 | + 89,300 _— - on - 
— - - Ord. Stk. | 1194 524 | 168: 
6,205 + 2,180 | 52 50,920 41,020 | + 9,900 Ord.Sh. 22/6 | 15/3 186 
68,352 + 5,957 1 42,209* 47,028t — 4,819 Ord. Stk. y 13 24 
1,176 - 43 52 16,681 20,642 — 3,961 - - —_ — 
9,638,500 +1,942,500 21 43,712,250 38,638,500 + 5,073,750 - _— _ ~ 
1,563,250 237,000 28 40,736,000 37,506,000 + 323,000 Ord. Stk. 254 163017 
28,365 + 9,435 | 13 80,235 73,395 | + 6,840 Ord. Stk. 1234) III 114 
80,157 + 4,547 29 624,106 508,964 + 115,142 — — - - 
15,352 — 940 10 115,725 115,171) 4 554 = Prf. Sh. 94 5 6; 
- - — - - B. Deb. 75 60 7: 
18,688 — 1,353 48 185,999 192,189 — 6,190 Inc. Deb. 85 70 1% 
376,824 - 32,267 9 731,208 761,991 — 30,783 _ _ _ - 
591,473 + 42,592 33 4,408,697 4,066,790 + 341,907 _ _ - 4 
1,220,772 + 194,871 II 13,200,247 11,628,707. + 1,571,540 - _ —_ - 
1,241,516 — 68,175 39 — - - — _ - - 


¢ Receipts are calculated @ Is. 6d. to the rupee 
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